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2 Pbtbr Hi. 16. 

IN WHICH ARE SOME THINGS HARD TO BE UNDERSTOOD, 
WHICH THEY THAT ARE UNLEARNED AND UNSTABLE 
WREST, AS (they Do) ALSO THE OTHER SCRIPTURES, 
UNTO THEIR OWN DESTRUCTION. 

J.T has been our custom, as you well know, 
my brethren, at this season of the year espe- 
cially appointed for devotional exercises, to 
take into consideration in a more especial 
manner, some of the features of the modern 
christian character among us. Or sometimes, 
as for the two or three seasons of Lent last 
passed, I have endeavoured to turn to an 
emipent example of the primitive days, and to 
draw by comparison from thence that reproof, 
and correction, and instruction in righteous- 
ness, of which it has seemed to me that we at 
this time stand most in need. 
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The labours of St. Paul, his journeyings, and 
perils, and sufrerings, his zeal for God, and his 
charity for man ; his boldness in the cause of 
truth, and with all that, his humility; his desire 
also, insomuch as was consistent with the 
preaching of the truth, to avoid offence: these 
have been set, so far as I have been able to 
do it, before you, and impressed upon you. Ex- 
ample is the plainest form in which instruction 
can be conveyed, ami if we will not take it 
when thus placed before us, grievous Indeed 
will be the account, that must be rendered up 
in the last day, for having received the grace' 
of God, in vain. 

But his example, and his precept, ought ever 
to go hand in hand. Now there is not perhaps 
in the whole volume of the New Testament, one 
book to be found, in which the precept has 
been more frequently perverted through mis- 
understanding, than his epistle to the Romans. 
His personal conduct will indeed, it is true, 
often furnish an excellent commentary on the 
doctrines which he therein imparts to hit* 



erts. His writings thomselves will, more- 
,' frequently explain ttie difficulties which 
therein are found — but still they remain a 
stumbting- block to many. 

Ask yourselves, my brethren, fairly and 
liotDestly, how often and how diligently, are 
care and attention applied, to the searching 
out of the dilKculties which appear, on the face 
of all the epistles of St. Paul, more or less : but 
of this to the Romans more especially ? Every 
one has heard in the service of the church, 
different portions of that epistle j and most 
persons, as I should hope, have given at least, 
some attention to it at home. 

But as to that part which is heard in the 
public service; it is necessarily so short, as to 
be on very many occasions separated from other 
matters, though they be connected with it, and 
though upon them it must depend in these 
^_ instances, principally, for explanation. And 
^H as for the private studies of many, even seri- 
^H otisly minded and well disposed christians, in 
^^1 tbeir own secret chamber; every one knows 
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hoH little able are very many of them, to look 
for help into the many treasures of sacred 
learniog; though they may be found, and 
searched with advantage, by the diligent and 
Competently learned. 

And besides them does not another class 
exist, who read as a matter of formal daily 
duty, but without ntuch pains taken to under- 
stand? Are there not those to be found, who 
prescribe to themselves the reading of a por- 
tion in the word of God, as a regular task ; but 
pass on indifferently, whether they have, or 
have not, perceived the sense of it? And do 
they not forget how nearly the same in spirit 
theirs is, with the ritual, formal service of those, 
who present themselves in the house of God 
to hear, or it may be, to repeat their part, in 
forms of devotion, of the import of which they 
scarcely think at all? Yet all know how 
vain is such sort of worship: surely then a very 
little consideration must make them perceive, 
that equally vain, equally fruitless, must be 
the reading of scripture; when diflicultles are 



I Hurried over, and that tiifornmtion >rhieh such 
passages might convey, is wilAilly cast asiile. 

It is iu the hope of giving to the young, and 
to those who have not the means and oppor- 
tunities for close enquiry, some aid ; as well as 
I to them who have not hitherto felt the dispo- 
sition, though they may now be awakened to a 
desire, fully to understand the word of God; 
that I now propose to attempt the exaniinatiou 
of this very important, and by no means easy 
book, the epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. 
And I trust, by God's grace, that my diligent 
endeavours, weak and very imperfect as they 
must needs be, maybe enabled to benelit some 
among those, who draw near in sincerity, to 

^^ the study of that very instructive portion of 

^^B the revealed word. 

^" But before we enter upon the examination 
of the epistle itself, it may be well to make a 
few remarks on the style, and particular man- 
ner, of St. Paul's writing; for out of that, much 

^^ of the difficulty which his epistle preseijts, atiU 

^B be found to arise. i<r>4i •)iti 
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St. Paul may be considered as the most 
copious writer of any, whom the volume of the 

New Testament presents to us. The same zeal, 
the same earnestness and vigour, which we 
have remarked in all the course of his conduct, 
displays itself also in his writing. And there" 
was nothing which should make him afraid to 
exercise, and exhibit, those qualities. He was 
not one who feared to engage himself in any 
matter which opponents might present, in the 
way of objection to his reasoning, or of con- 
tradiction to his declarations. Well versed 
in the Greek philosophers and poets, he evi- 
dently was. Throughly instructed, by especial 
revelation also in the doctrines of the faith 
which he taught, he feared no want of infor- 
mation on that essential point. Throughly 
informed by the same supernatural means, in 
the history of our Blessed Saviour's life, and 
teaching, which he alone among the Apostles 
had not personally witnessed; he felt himself 
to be, as he said,* " not a whit behind the very 
*2 Cor. x'i. 5. and xii. II. 
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■ chiftfest of tlietu." A*i*i whfii tbe dist-Uieiou 
vas pravoked by Jews, ur by- thusc who sought 
4tUl to ^reBJi the ttten uf the law of Moses ou 
the christiau bolieverj who so well uiformed 
in the sacred scriptures, and iu the traditions 
of the Phariinees themselves, as St, Paul? 
He had been boru a Jew; bred a Pharisee; 
aad, . educated at the ieet of Gamaliel, the 
^eat rabbinical teacher of his daj. He was 
.therefore, as well he might be, a fearless and 
,a powerful advocate for Christianity, alike 
]to learned and unlearned; alike to Jew and 
Gentile. 

Let. his pains however, taken during his 
retirement of two years in Arabia, in order 
throughly to learn from the Holy Spirit the 
^doctrines which he was to teach,* be a pattern 
,to us, of industry and application. Let them 
prompt us throughly to learn, and not to issue 
^.crude and hasty conceptions of our own, upon 
(duy idea of knowledge suddenly and sumlnarily 
acquired. 
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St. Paul was called by miracle. He tcstUied 
at once, immediately, aud boldly, in Damascus, 
■his own newly adopted faith in Christianity. 
, But he presumed not to preach it, untlll he 
had been much more throughly instructed. 
He was qualified by all the learning of his day, 
,both Jewish and Heathen; yet he did not 
.'fiufler conceit of himself to arise on that ac- 
count. He employed ajl the means of each sort, 
i which could be made to apply to the conver- 
. aion of the Jews and Gentiles; and yet with 
,.all his gifts, he never forgot the necessity 
for humility. 

For though he was well stored with learn- 
ing, and knew its value; though he was able to 
apply it, when and where it would be most 
Berviceable; yet we find no shew of it in his 
epistles — rather there might appear something 
like a total disregard of form and order in 
argument, to those who rof^d him but hastily. 
But it will be to them alone; for he is not 
negligent. He sacrifices method indeed; that 
is to say, the method which was adopted by 



l^'tliose who xtuilicd elegance in their writings. 
■'Btrt he wrote not (iisorderly. 
• There was a preference, which his mind gave 
■"to' some matters over others; and for the sake 
''of it he suffered them to break in just whore 
"the subject suggested them; and often to 
interrupt the thread of his discourse. But 

I though the reader may sometimes lose sight 
r'of the leading subject, when a long interrup- 
- tion has turned his thoughts another way; 
''•yet the Apostle never did so. There was no 
t ' inattention to his matter in him; and he in- 
variably returns to it, even after the longest 
-'•digressions. 
' ' A style like his, is not mentioned as one 
■ which we should do well to imitate. But his 
language and manner of writing are not the 

*. points proposed for our imitation. These pe- 
"■culiarities are mentioned, to help us in attain- 
' ing to the meaning of St. Paul's epistles, and to 
make us aware how great is the care, and how 
„ . close the attention, which must be applied to 

^m '.' them, if we would avoid the dimger of being 

k . 
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among those " unlearned and unstable," of 
whom St. Peter speaks,* who "wrest themta 
their own destruction." 

The Apostle warns those to whom he writes,t 
that " his preaching is not with enticing words 
of man's wisdom." He tells them thus, J "I 
came to you not with excellency of speech, or 
of wisdom, &c. (that is, not with worldly skill, 
and science, and forms of oratory), for I de^ 
terniined not to know any thing among you, 
(not to rely, or rest ray argument on any thing) 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 

There was an energy in the Apostle's mind, 
which when united with those his avowed sys- 
tem, naturally led him to overtook some of 
those common rules, which render writings 
more perspicuous. He was full of the matter 
which he was earnest to impress upon his 
hearers; and he poured it forth in that abun- 
dance, which introduces subordinate subjects 
in the way of parenthesis, often at such length, 

* 2 Pel. iii. 16, 
+ 1 Cot. ii. 4. Jib. I. 2. 
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that it requires no small allontioii to observe 
the point, at which he returns to his original 
discourse. 

Yet he does, as I have already observed, 
invariably so return. But a careless reader 
will not perceive thi)^, because such paren- 
theses are sometimes only partially marked, 
sometimes not at all, in our version. And 
therefore, to them who read in haste, or with- 
out due application of mind, or in short portions 
only; to them St. Paul's epistles are not a 
proper subject for their private, unassisted 
reading. Yet the fault (be it remembered), 
is in them and not in him. Pains are the price 
appointed for almost every thing of value. 
They will iiot labour for the meat which 
uourisheth unto everlaating life : Vfhile for 
worldly concerns, and even worldly trifles, they 
un'/^take pains willingly; and bestow on them 
more than sulFicient attention. "To wEom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, kis 
servants ye are whom ye obey." * And we 
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ourselves must shew, whether we trust most 
in the revealed word of God, by his Apostles 
and Prophets; or whether in the rules, and 
precepts, and maxims, of a thoughtless aud 
ungodly generation. 

St. Paul is the most copious, in his epistles^ 
of any among the inspired writers. The inspi- 
ration (it must be recollected) which was upon 
them, was sto'ictly according to our Blessed 
Saviour's promise; and went no farther. He 
never assured them, that any supernatural 
guidance should give them the graces of style, 
or purity of language. But he promised that. 
"He the Spirit of Trulh (should) guide them 
into all truth, and bring all things to their 
remembrance, whatsoever he had said uuto 
them." * 

But in respect of abundance and richness, 
" ' ■ .\h no 

argument, by the way it may be observed, for die person- 
ality of the Holy Ghost arises from the masculine pronoun 
tiius used with the neuter Bubslantive, and it is one which 
cannot easily, if at all, be overborne. 
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OD the one hfluit, or of dryness of expression, 
on the other, they were left to themselves and 
to theirown previously acquired manners. And 



9 the 



s of their 



e energy, or quietness o 
language. It partook of the natural tempera- 
ment of the man, and was not governed, m 
the narration of matter of fact, and the decla- 
ration of christian doctrine were, by the Holy 
Ghost, whose influence was upon the Apostles. 

Thus the sudden breaking olf from the 
leading subject, into other matter which was 
suggested at the moment; in which the chief 
difficulty of St. Haul's style consists; belonging 
to the fervent temper of the man. He was 
eager to press the important point, so soon as 
it occurred to him, and was utterly regardless 
of the rules of composition in his epistles. 

But he never lost sight, nevertheless, of that 
on which he was principally discoursing. He 
always returned to it, though sometimes not 
till after a considerable hiterval. It is this cir- 
cumstance, (and it therefore must be repeat- 
edly impressed), which makes it dangerous 
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to rest, ill anif point of doctrine, on short pas- 
sages of his epistles. Frequently they cannot 
be well understood, without taking a great' 
deal together. Frequently, not without utterly 
overlooking the separation of chapters and 
verses, which regard for modern convenience 
at first occasioned. It must be recollected, 
that neither chapters nor verses, no, nor 
even stops, were in use at all when the epistles 
were written. The sense alone marked the 
period ; and the comparison of one part with 
another, led to the true sense. The stops were 
inserted afterwards, merely on man's judgment: 
they have been often changed, and so may 
they be at any time. 

The division into chapters and verses was also 
made by uninspired man ; and merely for con- 
venience sake. But unfortunately it has been 
done sometimes, to the effect of cutting off 
the connection of things which belong to each 
other; and thus the sense, and meaning, has 
been perplexed by them. 

These few remarks, are not intended to 



fiocvcj a complete descripfioii of St. Paul's 
method, and style in writing. For that, Mac- 
knight's preliminary essay to his commentary 
on the epistles, may be conanltcd with much 
advantage; as well as various other authors. 
But these thinj^ are stated as necessary with 
a view to preparing those among my congre- 
gation who are not practised in the study of 
these sacred letters, for the peculiarities of 
writing, which will occur as we proceed. 

The epistle to the Romans was written pro- 
bably about the year of our Lord fifty-eight; 
which was the fourth year of the reign of Nero. 
Itwas before St. Paul had ever been at Rome; 
and much a longer time before St. Peter was 
there. But there were christian converts in 
considerable numbers in that city, and to them 
he addressed, himself. 

' Nor could it indeed be otherwise. Thai 
great metropolis of the empire, sent forth its 
inhabitants into all lands, and received into 
itself strangers from all lands. We read of 
strangers of Rome on the day of Pentecost, at 
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Jerusalem;* when the Holy Spirit first felifi 

upon the Apostles. We read before that, od, 

the Centurion at Jerusalem, who was greatljjij 

moved, if he was not converted, by the circum-.,, 

stances of our Lord's crucifixion; and whft . 

would naturally have spoken of them, and of 

his feelings and conviction on the occasion, 

when he should have returned to Borne. And 

the case of the other Centurion Cornelius^., 

who actually became a christian, is well knowu<i| 

That event had occurred in the year of our 
Lord forty-one; which wa^ full seventeen years 
before the writing of this epistle. It is weUi 
known how widely the christian religion had,,., 
spread In the dominions of the Romans, duriugtj 
that time; and that it had been embraced hy\, 
many persons of rank, and of some consequence^. 
It was therefore to he expected, that it 8hoi44,T 
bijifouud in the capital; to which those Cent^ 
turions would have returned, as well as thflb 
s^rftngers of Rome, whq jb^,,flfjtijftBie(i..rt»^ 
■ io,v i I -iri tM iryhin 

♦Actsii. 10.41. tActs.x. i 
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miraculous gift of tonguus on the day of 
PeutecQst. 

Thither the coiiNtaiit resort of persons of 
every description from the provinces, would 
of course hring the opinions which prevailed 
in the places froui whence they came; and 
that there were many christian converti* among 
tiiem is not to be doubted. The last chapter 
of this very epistle, is enough to prove it; 
though it be a matter of some uncertainty 
whether any one had yet preached the faith 
in Christ, as an Apostle, in that city, and the 
presumption is much against any such thing. 
St. Paul had not yet been there, and much 
less had St. Peter, who followed and did 
Dot precede him. 

And this is a point of some importance in 
these latter days. For the whole claim of spiri- 
tual supremacy, which the church of Rome ^as 
^^ for twelve hundred years advanced, is ground- 
^B ed on the idea that St. Peter was their ^rst 
^H bishop, and that to him pre-eminence had been 
^H given by our Lord above his fellow Apostles. 
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■ Now it is not to our present purpose, to 
enter on that question of pre-eminence at 
length. It is sufficient to direct your attention 
to this one circumstance; viz. that the power 
of' binding and loosing, (whatever the terms 
might signify), was not exclusively conferred 
on him ; but was, in quite as strong terms given 
to alt the Apostles,* just before our Lord's 
resurrection. As to the special charge then 
given to St. Peter, three times, to feed the 
sheep, it was in fact a reproach. It was con* 
nected with the threefold enquiry, concerning 
Peter's love, which had been exposed to doubt, 
by his threefold denial of his master. It was 
therefore the evidence required, to prove the 
love which he professed. 
-St. Paul not only wrote this epistle in the 
year fifty-seven or fifty-eight, but was at Ronie 
from the year sixty-one to sixty-three; St. 
Peter was never there till sixty-four or sisty- 
f!ve ; and then St. Paul was there agam also; 

* John XX. ?3. 
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and alaio, together with St. Peter, there mif- 
fereil luart^rdom. 

There was, then, maiiircstly a christian 
church; that is, a community or fraternity of 
christians, at Rome, when St. Paul wrote this 
epistle; and before his lirst abode in that city. 
And it is well known as such; fur he observes 
in coitmendation of them, that their "faith 
was spoken of throughout the world ;"* which 
expression always means the limits of the 
Roman empire when it is used in the epistles. 

It is clear also, that before the writing of 
this epistle, there were christians established 
at Rome. This appears not merely from the 
probability of the thing, for the reasons already 
given; but from the various salutations, which 
occupy the sixteenth chapter. And among 
them we find mention expressly made, of two, 
who wore converted before St. Paul himself. 
'^ Attdronicus and Juuia" (are his words) '* my 
kinsmen, and my fellow prisoners, who were 
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of note among the Apostles, who wore also in 
Christ before me."* 

, Of the state of the christian church, at the 
time when St. Paul wrote fo the Komans, it 
is necessary that some notice should here be 
taken; though it must be more particularly 
mentioned;, as the passages shall lead to it, 
during our course. Christianity was, (as he 
himself says), "to the Jews, a stumbling-block, 
and to the Greeks, foolishness." The one 
resisted it, because it interferred with their 
prejudices; the others despised it, because 
it came not to them clothed in subtilty of 
argument, nor resting on the wisdom of phi- 
losophy. 

The Jews relied on their own election, as 
the chosen people of God. As such, they had 
been admitted into the first covenant, by 
the ministration of Moses, and were therefore 
zealous for that law. But it was not that they 
were studious to uphold the purity which it 
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taugllt: their object 



I maintain the 
pre-eminence which it gave to themselves, and 
to feed their pride with the idea of it. They 
/bund, that many of the Apostles' precepts, as 
■Well as our Lord's, were against the sense 
■which the Scribes and Pharisees forced upon 
the law; au<l still more, against the traditions 
which they claimed a right to add to that law, 
under pretence of making it more complete. 
In this last particular, viz. the setting up of 
their tradition above the Holy Scriptures, we 
must remember, that one church among chris- 
tians, namely that of Rome, has but too closely 
imitated them. The Apostles, and the council 
at Jerusalem, had resolved, that the Gentile 
converts were not to be required to keep the 
yitUal law. And therefore the unbelieving 
5ev/s in almost every place, took up the most 
decided enmity against them, and against the 
doctrine which they taught. 

The very canverts also from among the Jews, 
frequently held no small portion of those same 
prejudices. They diligently sought to impress 
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this persuasion on the Gentiles who believed, 
that it was still necessary that diey should be 
circumcised, and keep the law.- This was no 
small hind ranee to the progress of the Gospel ; 
and therefore St. Paul in this epistle (as well 
as in two others, namely, to the Galatians and 
Hebrews), set himself expressly to overthrow 
that pernicious idea. 

And so he opposes here in like manner, the 
doctrine of any limifation of God's favour 
to one chosen people, under the Christian^ 
as it had been limited underthe Mosaic dm^ 
pensation. - > 

We shall find as we proceed, that the fii- 
vourife arguments both of Jews and Greeks 
(to use the common expression of the New 
Testament) are answered and overthrown in 
this epistle. We shall find it distinctly shown, 
that salvation was not to be attained by the 
rites of the law of Moses; nor yet by the wis- 
dom of philosophy, refining on the law of 
nature. Christianity alone is set forth as th6 
head and the fountain, from whence only malb 
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can attain to the enjoyment, pf^jiyi^c^&v^^^^ 
and of everlasting life. ' ' li 

Haviiig thus stated whatever may be ad- 
viseable to be mentioned, in order to make ii^^ 
object of St. Paul's writing in this epistle, 
dear; we will in the succeeding lectures, e^ 
deavour to explain the difficulties, and. ,(9 
enforce the doctrines, which will occur inQur 
progress through it. The matter before, us 
is of a nature most highly instructive. |^ 
I ~ abounds as much as any book in the whoj^e 
inspired volume, in doctrine of sound chri^^ 
tianity: and is profitable also for reproof, ^or 

■ correction, and for instruction in righteousness. 
May He from whom proceeds all light and 
all knowledge, give me grace to explain the 
difficulties; and incline us all to protit di;^ 
by the godly wisdom with which this epijjt^ 
abounds! So shall weltave no cause to lamefft 
the pains bestowed, and the attention bene 
applied ; but be builded up firmly and steai^il^^ 
^^ in wisdom and godly knowledge. And so fffsx 
^H we, through the grace of God, be able, ,^9 ^,>[^,?l 
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nearer (to use the same Apostle's expression}^ 
^^to the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ;" till we be found worthy through 
his infinite mercy showtt forth ob our dili- 
gent^ but still frail endeavours^ to be received 
as his faithful servants^ into his everlasting 
kingdom. 
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Romans i. 7. .tuiyij ,,\,J 

TO ALL THAT BE IN ROMS, BELOVED OF GOD, GALLED TO 
BE saints; GRAOE TO TOU, AND PEACE, FROM GOD 
OUR FATHER, AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

X HE Apostle opens his epistle with a short 
declaration of hii^ calling- as an Apostle^ to 
preach the gospel^ and good tidings of salva- 
tion. Such^ that is to say^ good tidings^ is the 
meaning of tl^e Greek word ; * and such is that 
of the Saxon word gospel^ by which we have 
translated it. He then proceeds^ in the same 
style which he was accustomed to use^ to bless 
the converts to whom he writes; *^ Grace be 
to you and peace from God our Father^ and 
the Lord Jesus Christ." 



avccyyeXia. 



r 



26 




But when I say, that he proceeds in the 
style which he was accustomed to use, it may 
perhaps occasion surprise to gome, who have 
always been used to consider this epistle as 
the Brst of those which he wrote. So it stands 
indeed in order of place, but it does not so 
stand in order of time. The two to the Thes- 
saloniaiis, which are placed the last in our 
Bibles, were the first written. That which is 
addressed to the Galatians, was the next, and 
the two to the Corinthians followed. All of 
them preceded this to the Romans. 

But the order of time was not consulted in 
arranging this part of the canon of the New 
Testament. This epistle was addressed to 
the capital of the world, and therefore had 
precedence allotted to it: there was in gene- 
ral no necessary connection between the epis- 
tles to different places; and therefore it was 
not deemed necessary to observe the order of 
the time, in which they were composed and 
sent. 

This epistle was written from Corinth, about 
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J" year of our Lord fifty-eight, which was 
? fourth of the Emperor Nero. It was ad- 
dressed, as indeed were all the other epistles, 
not to unbelievers, but to converts. 

And it must be recollected, that in those 
, days the means of multiplying an epistle by 
printing;, did not exist. Itirasa matter of some 
difficulty and expense, to obtain copies of writ- 
ings: and as the heathen, generally speaking, 
cared but little about the christian doctrine, 
it had been useless to address to them eshor^ 
fations, to the hearing, or reading of which, 
the greater part of them could never have 

■ been expected to come, 
• But the converts to Christianity, read or 
lieard those Apostolic letters, in the places 
wherein they were used to assemble for divine 

I worship. Through those christian converts, 
it conid not but be the case, that some 
knowledge of the doctrines on which the 
'Writer insisted, should find its way among the 
Gentiles, with whom the Jewish and Gentile 
fctmverte at Rome and elsewhere had inter- 
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course. Though addressed to the latter, they 
were therefore probably written with some 
view to all. 

The Jews at Borne had shown themselves 
to be a violent, and a turbulent people; and 
great had beeti the quarrels among them be- 
tween the converted and the unconverted in 
that city. The Roman historian of those times, 
Suetoiiilis, records the fact of their disturban- 
ces; while with the contempt which was usually 
expressed for that now fallen nation, he does 
not take the trouble of enquiring any thing 
precisely, as to the matter in dispute between 
them. He speaks as if Christ himself had 
been at that time in Rome, and the leader of 
a riotous mob ; for in mentioning the acts of 
the emperor Claudius, he says,* "He expelled 
from Rome the Jews who at the instigation of 
Chrestus were always making disturbances." 

That expulsion of them is mentioned in the 
ftlits of the Apostles :t Aquila, a JeW of Pontus, 

"* Jiidieos impulsore Chresti assidu^ tnmuKuaates Ronifl 

expulait. (Claudius, c. 85), 

txviii. 2. 




aiiil his wife Priscilla, were of the number of 
tjiose who were thus banished from the capital; 
and they went to Corinth, were they met St. 
Paul. 

It could hardly fail to occur, that they should 
inform him of the state of things in the place 
from whence they had come ; and of the dis- 
putes which ran to so great a height there, 
upon the question of the ceremonial obliga- 
^ons of the law of Moses; as binding or not 
hmding on Jews converted to Christianity. 
They could not but have mentioned those 
claims of high supremacy, which the Jews still 
BJaintained; and Iheir unwillingness to admit 
that the Gentiles could become equally ac- 
ceptable with themselves. And this accounts 
for the knowledge which the epistle shews 
of the state of the people at Home, who in- 
terested themselves on either side, in the 
dispute between the converts and the Jews. 

When Aquila and Priscilla first came to 
Corinth from Rome, their countrymen had 
been driven out from thence, and dispersed. 
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But we must remember that this epistle was 
not written at the time of the expulsion, whiefai 
was in the year fifty-onCj but in the year fifty- 
seven or fifty-eight ; when many of thcni might 
very probably have collected there again. 

Other matters are touched in this epistle 
beside the disputes of Jews and Christians; 
but they may best be mentioned when we 
come to them in their place. 

The epistle begins with a declaration of the 
Apostle's kind, and christian disposition, to- 
ward those to whom he writes.* He declares 
that he had often intended to visit them,t but 
had been prevented by other duties, for which 
the Holy Spirit had called him to other places. 
He declares that he considers himself their 
debtor,j| that is to say, bounden as the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, to exert himself for their spit 
ritual welfare. And it was probably for that 
reason, that he explained in the course of this 
epistie, so much of that, which it was very 
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essential for Gtntiles to learn; though the Jews 
knew it, or ought to have known it, already, 
that is to say, so much of God's dealings with 
man in reference to the life to come. 

But here, in the very opening, an instance 
has occurred, of that peculiarity of style, which 
belongs, in so many instances, as I observed 
in my last lecture, to St. Paul's epistles ; and 
which, more perhaps than any one other thing, 
tends to render them almost unintelligible to 
the careless reader. Here is in the original 
Crreek, a parenthesis implied at the beginning 
c^ the second verse; and within that there is 
ttnother in the middle of the third, and to the 
end of the fourth verse ; for that first paren- 
thesis runs to the conclusion of the sixth verse. 
In our version, the transposition of a few words 
has made it all run in one parenthesis; from 
the beginning of the second to the end of the 
sixth verse. But that, occurring as it does, at 
the very opening of the epistle, plainly shews, 
that the rules of composition were not studied 
by the Apostles. It shews that he brought in 
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the matter which occurred^ just as his ideas 
suggested themselves to him; though, as was 
before obserred, without erer losing sight 
of bis main subject. Of that howcTer, the 
careless readers, or they who dwell on short 
detached passages, will, m consequence of that 
very habit of his writing, be zery likely to lose 
sight: but they will lose sight also, together 
with it, of the true import of that which was 
intended to be expressed. The example has 
occurred instantly, at the very outset of our 
undertaking; and therefore I take advantage 
of it, again to impress upon you all, my 
brethren, the absolute necessity for caution, 
and through examination of the whole, in 
all the scriptures, but above all in those 
epistles of St. Paul. 

He begins, as I have observed, with excus- 
ing himself for not having preached at Home. 
It might indeed have been expected, that the 
Apostle of the Gentiles should not neglect the 
principal city of the Gentiles; and therefore 
he tells them of his desire to have visited them. 



He admits that he is their debtor;* that he 
owed them a visit of instruction, to establish 
them ill the faith; and he professes hiit readi- 
ness to acquit himself of that debt, and to 
preach the gospel even in Rome itself, t 

Yet Rome was in no respect then, a place 
of safety for a christian teacher. At all times 
it was filled with heathen idolatries, and un- 
godly living; but at that time in particular, 
that scourge of humanity, the tyrant Nero, 

I occupied the imperial throne. But St. Paul 
shrank back from nothing which duty called 
him to perform. He did not, as too many 
among us often do, profess a readiness to do 
things which they feel that they ought to have 
done; and declare their sorrow for having been 

' prevented from doing them. But he sought 
really and heartily for the opportunity; and 
when it was found, he readily embraced it. He 
did so on two occasions; the first of which in- 
volved him in imprisonment, and the second 
ended in his martyrdom. 
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And now we enter upon tlie real subject of 
the epistle. The argument begins with setting 
forth the offence of the Gentiles, in having 
perverted that light of conscience, which the 
Holy Ghost inspires into the hearts of all men. 
And this is so set forth for two reasons; Brsf, 
and most manifestly^ to persuade those Gen- 
tiles themselves to examine their own ways^ 
and to see the folly and wickedness of them; 
that so they might return to the true and only.. 
God, through Jesus Christ. 

But secondly, the Apostle turns his reason^ " 
ing to the Jews; he convinces them of sin» 
equally with the heathens whom they despised. 
He proves that they had no claim any longer 
to a continuance of those exclusive privilegea, 
which the favour of God had, for his wise puB-- 
poses, so long bestowed upon them alone. 

" I am not aiihamed (writes he) of the gosr 
pel of Christ." He was under no feeling of 
i|hamc, which should deter him from teachings 
to a proud and haughty city; a city which was 
the -seat of many learned, and of more powerful 



>D, most of ffhom held the Jews, and all their 
doctrine, in utter contempt — he was not asham- 
ed even before them, of publishing the gospel 
of Christ. Shall we then be ashamed, of avow- 
ulgthat wo act upon christian principlef We, 
. who dwell in a land where the faith of our 
Lord is professed; and all which he inculcated, 
t», at least so far as words will go, declared to 
demand the utmost deference, and respect, and 
obedience? Shall we, because an evil custom 
may prevail of refusing to submit to the re- 
straints and uiortiti cations, which the christian 
law imposes on human passions and worldly 
indulgencies; shall we presume to follow the 
midtitude here; and neglect through fear of 
their reproach, the duties which we owe to 
HilQ, in whom alone we can have sound hope? 
Let not that false shame, which too often 
keeps back the young and the timid from vir- 
tuous exertions, be permitted to prevail here 
iiiachristian country; where the mockery of 
those who follow au evil fashion, is the worst 
^hicfa tbe servant of God, generally speaking, 
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has to drcail. St. Paul was not ashamed of fats 
reproached, and calimmiated, and threatened, 
religion, even amidst pa^an Rome. Let ms 
thea, like him, not "be afraid of their terror, 
neither be dismayed; but sanctifj the Lord 
God," not only in our hearts, but before the 
eyes, alike of friends and foes. Let us recol- 
lect, aye never forget, our Blessed Saviour's 
awful saying, "He that shall be ashamed of 
me and of my words, in this adulterous and 
sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of 
Man be ashamed, when he shall come in his 
own glory, and of his Father's, with the holy 
Angels." 

From hence St. Paul proceeds to declare, 
that the gospel " is the power of God unto 
s&Ivation to every one that believeth, to the 
Jew Hrst, and also to the Greek." He declares 
openly that it is offered to all, though the offer 
was first made to the Jew. Yet of the gospel 
he it remembered, that no such thing is said 
as that it was exclusively to be given, after the 
manner of the old law, to any one people. 

b_ J 
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'Nor docs he teach that the mere profession 
of belief. Is to be accompanied by any favour- 
able exertion of the power of God. He does 
not say that it is so, to every one that merely 
declares that he believes; but that it is to him 
that indeeil believeth. To them who proceed 
from faith to faith; who carry forward (heir 
faith, and make it by daily exercise, more and 
more strong, and more and more fruitful: to 
them, that is to the just and righteous livers, 
it is promised that they shall live by faith. 
But it is expressly said, lest any should 
build falsely on the assurance of salvation 
attributed to faith; it is expressly said, (hat 
mere speculative faith shall save none. It 
is distinctly declared, that the wrath of God ia 
repealed from heaven against all "who hold 

■ the truth," if they hold it "in unrighteousness." 
' What blindness is it then, with this scripture 
Before us, to rest upon names and professions; 
Onbaptiam on the one hand, or imaginary sen- 

tin the other; without real and practical 
(sness! For to Christians by profession 
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U may be applied full as well, as to the Pa- 
gans; whom it is probable the Apostle had 
chiefly in view, when he thus wrote. Let us 
jepiember, my brethren, that having lived 
under the light of the gospel, as we have lived 
since our earliest knowledge ; if we be convict- 
ed by our own conscience, of needing tha,t 
admonition, which was directed towards those 
unenlightened Pagans; we have need to fear, 
lest "the name of our Saviour be blasphemed 
among the Gentiles," through our deviation 
from that law, in which we profess that we 
are serving, and following him. 

The Apostle now proceeds to convince the 
Gentile Aomans, that they were without excuse, 
for all those ungodly acts which many among 
them were accustomed to commit. He admo- 
nishes them, that they, and all mankind, had 
the law of God written on their hearts ; whereby 
conscience gave them warning in all matters, 
M-herein their own evil habits had not extin- 
guished the light of conscience. He rebukes 
their idolatries, whereby they insulted that 
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gfekibne God^ who though invisible in himself, 
Wai ever visible in his wotks.* The argument 
Whfeh W uses here (it is found in the twenti^h 
Vierse)^ is precisely the ^me as that which he 
h^M to the men of Lystria : when speaking of 
th« Almighty, he said, ^ Nevertheless he l^ft 
iwi himself without witness, in that he did good> 
aftd gave Us rain frotti heaven, and fruitftil 
sMtons; filling our hearts with food and glad- 
hesB."t So says he here. But to make thA 
pHissage more clear, I again setback a short 
^renthesis, to the end of the period. ^^The 
invisible things of him from the creation of the 
IMHrld, even his eternal power and godhead, 
itre cleaHy si^en ; being understood (or to - be 
understood) by the things 4hat are made:^^ 
Th^tt^ he proceeds to charge them with all tl^ 
^i^dss folly *f their idolatry, as arising froth 
tiMr ebifieeit^f their w^ridly ^isdoni, and* their 
Mgl^i^ to attend to divine revelation, ' ^^ ' 
it is the same motive whi<^h is imptitl^d tb 
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tbe Jews; it excited in the one people, hard- 
hearted infidelity; and in the other, the blind 
worship of superstition, devised according to 
Iheir own conceits. " They being ignorant of 
' God's righteousness, and going about to esta- 
blish their own righteousness, have not sub- 
mitted themselves unto the righteousness of 
God." * Still does the same cause produce 
the same effect, and that under the name and 
outward cover even of Christianity. 

On this state of man, acting under the in- 
fluence of his own feelings and impulses, and 
without controul or guidance, from divine re- 
Telation, the Apostle dwells to the end of this 
first chapter. He argues that the abandoned 
state of unenlightened man, arose not from 
any absolute decree of divine displeasure, 
but from their own evil dispositions; which 
had led them to turn away from Him; from 
that Lord, whom originally all had kiiowa, 
and acknowledged. ium inhx^i'l*' ,ti^^U 
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jisnys he, "changed the truth of Goil 
wHie, Ac* They themselves (says he) 
did thus. It was the abu^c which they mado of 
their own free will ; that blessed gift, through 
-viiich they had it put in their power to 
■have purchased life immortal. They did not 
Vlike to retain God in knowledge : and therefore 
twere they abandoned to fheir own inventions; 
tto a source of evil, than which none can be 
found, which more assuredly leads towanlH 
destruction. 

I • The charge is made on that ground (if we 
look accurately into the words here nsed by 
£t. Paul), which establishes this important 
truth: namely, that the failure of attaining to 
salvation, whenever men do so fail, h the 
;work of their own evil dispositions and habits; 
and is not the arbitrary ordinance of God. For 
there is something very remarkable in the 
Apostle's expressions, which is here ren- 
'dered, "They did not likef to retain God in 
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their knowledge:" as there is aluo in that 
which answers to it ; " God gave them over to 
a reprobate mind:"* and it is one which! 
believe, is not unfrequently misunderstood. 

Now the words here translated, "like" and 
*' reprobate,*' (in, "they did not li/:e to retain 
God in their knowledge;" and "God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind") are, in the 
original Greek, words which answer to each 
other. It is as if it were rendered, they did not 
" prove," or try by a test, literally; and in the 
other place it is, " an unproved," that is, an 
unsound mind, or habit of thinking. 

The original words have in their primitive 
signification, reference, the one to the trying 
of gold by way of ascertaining its purity ; and 
the other to the state of the metal which can- 
not abide the test. The Apostle is using them, 
not with any view to that which is commonly 
called reprobation; which is an absolute de- 
cree of condemnation, supposed by mii^takcu 
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r fiorsons, (o have been passed by the Almighty 
against particular persons, without fault on 
their part to call for it. He talks uf a repro- 
bate mind, in opjiosition to a proving, that is, 

' 4n examining mind. He rebukes the hea- 
iiien, their learned men, and philosophers; 
because their own conceit of their abilities 
and knowledge, had led them to frame a sys- 
tem of idolatry, degrading to God. He re- 
proaches them because their own faculties, if 
rightly employed, could have perceived that 
he was at least, something superior to those 
idols before whom they worshipped, or to the 
deities represented by them. 

■For those deities were debased, according 
to the heathen mythology, by most of the 
.worst crimes which man can commit. The 

I jieople however took up that senseless worship, 
■even as they found if. They did not prove it, 
so as to retain the proper idea of a pure and 
holy God, in their knowledge. And therefore 
the Almighty gave them over to a reprobate, 
^fe that is, au unimproving mind. He gave them 
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over to the consequences which such a deceiv- 
'ed and foul representation of the Deity would 
-naturally, and did actually, produce iu them; 
Bamely, that they "should do those things 
-trhich are not convenient," that is to say, not 
becoming, decent, or proper. It is a sense in 
which the word "convenient" is often used; 
■as for instance in St. Paul's epistle to the Ephe- 
siana, ''Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, 
nor jesting, which are not convenient,"* that 
is, not suited to the condition of Christians. 

The first portion of our consideration on 
this epistle, may well enough stop here : with 
the censure thus passed on the self-conceited, 
and yet spiritually -ignorant, of the wise men 
among the heathen: wise, but only according 
to the wisdom of this world. We shall pre- 
sently see how St. Paul leads on the argument, 
from them to the Jews. But it is more to our 
purpose to employ the short space which yet 
remains on this occasion, to consideration^ 
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I whicli arc directly applicnbie *o our own coii- 

[ 4itiou, and tircurastancofl. 

. Look (hen, my brethren, at the character 
which he there gives, of those who went astray 
from God, and followed their own depraved 
imaginations. Consider also the causeti, to 
which he ascribes that evil doing, namely their 
neglect, in not duly looking through those, 
which are called the works of nature, upward 
to the God of nature. To that he first im- 
putes their error; and then their self-conceited 
pretensions to a philosophy which should ac- 
count for every thing, by which that error was 
fatally confirmed. 

And is nothing of the same sort to be found 
now, among ourselves, in this laud ? Are there 
none of those followers of science, falsely so 
called, who professing themselves to be wise, 
have become fools? Are there none, who pre- 
sume to estimate other sciences far before the 
knowledge of God, and of that which he re- 
quires of man ? Before our knowledge of our 
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courses of living which shall render us acceit 
table to that Mediator, through whom aloi 
our uuworthiiiess can ever hope for acceji^ 
tance? 

Nay, are there none in this land, who pre- 
sume to doubt, and hesitate, about the things 
which divine revelation alone could possibly 
make known ; namely those which belong to 
the nature of the Almighty himself; and to 
the whole of the most merciful, though equally 
imcomprehensible scheme, the scheme of 
man's redemption 'i 

Too surely such there are. And the vanity 
of affecting superior wisdom, will constantly 
betray the self-conceited into that egregious 
folly, of thinking themselves equal to judge 
of the hidden things of God, because they 
know perhaps more than the general mass of 
their fellows, of matters of earthly speculalitliM,' 
and experimental philosophy. lii 

I say not this to depreciate such studies; 
but to suggest, that the wisdom of the works 
ought to lead us to admire, and to bow down 
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in humble submissioii, before the great ami 
omiupotent artUicer of them. $0 did they, 
among the wisest whom the history of our 
country has left recorded, for the imita- 
t^n of posterity. So did Bacon and Locke; 
so did Newton and Boyle. They poasessed in* 
tellects with which few can cope, if any such 
there be at all among us; but which never 
dared to cavil at the wisdom of Almighty 
God. 

I Here then, for the present, we must con- 
clude. May He from whom alone cometh 
wisdom and understanding, give us grace to 
know that " before honour is humility." May 
he teach us to submit ourselves in every thing, 
to all which teuds to his honour and service. 
fiot can we better conclude, than in the words 
9f a collect* from our excellent book of com- 
19100 prayer. "O Almighty God, who alone 
canst order the unruly wills and affections of 
sinful men; grant unto thy people, that they 
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may love the thing which thou commandest^ 
and desire that which thou dost promise : that 
so^ among the sundry and manifold changes 
of the woitdt, our. hearts inay dbrdly there be 
fixed^ where true joys are to be. founds through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

The peace of God, Ac. 
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,(i ., .riltBCTURE III. 

ll||Udlllt l>n» ' 

Romans ii. 3. 

tbinkest thou this, o man, that judge8t treh 
which do such things, and dok8t the sauk; 
that thou shalt escape the judgment of 
god} 

J. H E question before us comes now to 
the condition of the Jew, in St. Paul's day ; 
and naturally follows that consideration of 
the iniquity of the Gentiles, with which 
we closed the last lecture. He had then 
arged the obligation!), which arose from the 
light of conscience; that inward evidence 
which all possessed, till they had for them- 
^_ selves extinguished it. He had urged, I 
^B Bay, that obligation, as lying on the Gentile 
^H Romans, even without any knowledge of 
^H the Revelations of God's -will. 
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so 

To this the Jewish converts would readily 
enough assent, though their feeling would 
be very different, when he turned round, 
as it were, upon themselves, as he does in 
the opening of the second chapter. Such 
is the natural feeling of mankind; ready 
enough to perceive the misdoing, which 
perverts the ways of others; but seldom 
ready to acknowledge the same in them- 
selves. Pride, under whatever disguise it 
may be found, is ever the most effectual, 
the most fatal hindrance, to the admission 
of any salutary self- conviction. It can see, 
and perhaps applaud, that which is good; 
so it can perceive, and censure the evil, 
when not shewn in our own instance. But 
when the actual offender is charged with 
misconduct, then the heart is hardened, 
against self-knowledge; and the evil is per-. 
mitted to continue, that it may not be coi^ 
fessed to have been an evil. 

The Ajiostle had, skilfully as it seemed 
first drawn the attention of the Jews 
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tttie scvore censure which he here passes, on 

tike vain, though philosophizing, Gentiles. 

Kfiuddealy he turns lo themselves; and re- 

I Irakes them, because with greater advantages 

I Aan the Gentiles, they had fallen into the 

Sftme vices with them. He shews them that 

they had no right to condemn others, who 

did no worse than they had done; though 

their own means of serving God truly, had 

, been so infinitely superior. 

I*-' He touches not here, on that which was 

Lflb odious to the Jews, namely the abroga- 

I tfbn of the ritual law, in which they were 

rVsed to make their boast, because the pos- 

IjiBSsion of it had once marked them for the 

t chosen people of God. But he convinces 

I fhem of sin, even under their own particular 

L^rivilege. He allows a certain precedence 

i' them; "to the Jew first, and also to the 

€hreek," (that is to say, "the Gentile"). 

But it is a precedence of no avail, to those 

^_ who had not taken advantage of the oppor- 

^H'tanity, .which the early revelations of the 

L 
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divine will had given (o the Jews. He 
annouDces that in his day, eternal life was 
the reward proposed to the well-doer in 
general; and condemnation, wrath, and an- 
guish, to every soul of man that doeth 
evil. The righteous judgment of God is 
(as he says), to "render unto every man 
according to his deeds,"* for "there is no 
respect of persons with God."t 

It may seem to those who but loosely view 
the matter, that this declaration, "there is 
no respect of persons with God," is incon- 
sistent with the especial election, and par- 
ticular privileges, granted as we all know, 
to the Jews. But there are two considera- 
tions which must be set against that idea. 
The first is, that speaking of mankind in 
general, as they came from the Creator's 
hand, the case was strictly thus. For where 
do we read of the election of any particular 
people, till the days of Abraham? 
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Cain and his posterity were cast out; but 

it was for the sinfulness of the father, con- 

I tinued by the children. From Noah came 

I three sons, who stood all equally well as 

llo their prospects; until the wickedness of 

Ae one, cast him and his posterity behind 

that of his two brethren. Then came the 

ftispersion of their children at Babel; and 

[ then, if not before, idolatry seems to have 

I fcund its way among them. 

The Patriarchs from Abraham downward, 
were distinguished by their worship of the 
one God. Abraham was born only two 

■ thousand and four years after the creation ; 
or three hundred and forty-three years sub- 
sequent to the deluge. Yet even then he 
' was called out from those among whom he 

• dwelt, in order to preserve the worship of 
Ihe true God in his own family. And when 
-Jacob afterward returned to his relations, 
Laban the brother of his mother (who had 
^— herself been the daughter of Bethuel, Abra- 
^H barn's nephew), had idols; concerning which 
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a question arose with Jacob, because Ra- 
chael had taken them away with her. 

There was therefore no respect of persons 
in the original purposes of God. Man in 
general turned away from the Lord; but 
the Lord did not originally turn away, in 
any degree from him. He chose indeed the 
posterity of his faithful servants to pre- 
serve in him the true worship of his holy 
name: but that was an act of mercy, not 
of arbitrary severity. Often as that nation 
offended, and turned away from him, yet 
for their forefather's sake, fae never cast 
them off. " Where sin abounded, grace did 
therefore much more abound;" and that, 
even under the old dispensation. 

But there was a second evidence given, 
that there is no respect of persons with God. 
It was announced in plain terms repeatedly; 
and it shall be verified, awfully verified, be- 
fore the eyes of all in the last day. Every 
privilege which was granted to the Jew, was 
for this life only. But in regard to that 
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which is to come, still wan there no respect 
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1 with God. If the Je 



I bet- 



' persons ' 
ter informed ; it was expected, and required, 
that he should act the better; that he 
should act up to his information. 
'■ Thus therefore does St. Paul go on in the 
begmning of this second chapter, "There- 
fore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever 
thou art that judgest; for wherein thou 
judgest another thou condemnest thyself: for 
thou that judgest doest the same things." 
From thence he naturally comes to the de- 
' claration, that "there is no respect of per- 
' flona with God." 

Let not us, my brethren, pass lightly on 

regarding this merely as a censure on the 

bigotry of the Jews. The Apostle no doubt, 

directed his expressions first to them. But 

would he have used such extensive terms, 

had he not also intended that they should 

B Be extensively applied? "O man, whoso- 

^M fever thou art,'* is a very comprehensive 

^M mode of expression, and well shall we do 
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in applying it every one to him or herself; 
now, at this season especially appointed for 
self-examination, and repentance. 

Are none here conscious of that self- 
satisfied disposition? Have none among us 
ever censured others for disobedience, when 
we ourselves have done the same things? 
Have none among us, equally with them, 
thrown away our advantages, or neglected 
the pure and proper services of our God ; 
though it may be that a different tempta- 
tion from theirs, has acted upon us, and 
therefore has cast us into a diiFerent des- 
cription of transgression? 

"Light has come into the world;" and 
the light, and knowledge of our duty has 
unquestionably shined on us. But if obedi- 
ence to that duty be declined, because it 
mortifies the flesh ; and requires that we 
restrain ourselves from the pursuit of present 
gratification, and that we purify ourselves in 
hope of that reward, which He who is pure 
shall allot to the faithful in his heavenly 
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ftiugtlom^ it will nh'mc to our coiMicmnation. 
lu that case we Hhall be like the perverw 
Jews, who kuew the things that are excel- 
lent, bat did them not. And upon us there- 
fore, in such case, as well as upon them, 
will that same condemnation most justly tail. 
It is well for us, my brethren, born in b 
iChristian country, and baptized into the 
privileges and adoption of the children of 
Ood, to bear in mind that which the Apos- 
tle here urges so strongly: namely, the in- 
creased responsibility, which that increase 
of privilege brings with it. Where igno- 
rance unavoidably prevails, there, no doubt, 
hlUwance will be made for it. But what 
j-eason Ls there for supposing that it will be 
made, for any deficiency beyond that which 
Absolute necessity has unavoidably so occa- 
eioned? There is none whatever. 
f "As many as have sinned without law, 
shall also perish without law/' It is not 
«aid that they shall necessarily perish Jbr 
tbeir ignorance, but that their destruction 
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sliall be without any addition of puulshmcnt 
h) consideration of the law. And whv? The 
reason is obrioiis. Because they knew it 
not; and therefore they ignorantly offended 
against it. But still it is pronounced that 
they shall perish, if they offend against the 
light of conscience within them. 

^' As many as have sinned in the law, shall 
be judged by the law." They have had the 
advantage of farther privileges, and farther 
knowledge : and they shall be judged for 
their abuse or improvement of them. It 
shall be done to both, according to that 
perfect rule of equity laid down in the 
holy scriptures, "according to that a man 
hath, and not according to that he hath 
not." * 

But, be it remembered, that we have, not 
only a certain positive knowledge in the 
way that should lead us unto life; but we 
have also the power of extending that know- 
ledge, and improving the practice which 
*2Cor. viii. 12. 
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springs from it. We have them, as ncccB- 
isarily iulierent in the degree of infurnuittoa 
with wliich we have already been l^lessed. 
So says the scripture, "He that hath to 
him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance." 

Who then here shall complain, that the 
more perfect understanding of the law of 
God is not extended to them? Ask your- 
aelves, my brethren. May not this arise from 
our own fault? Have we employed to the 
very utmost of our powers the means and 
advantages set before us? Have we drawn 
back from no exercise of righteousness and 

■ temperance ? Have none of us sacrificed to 
'the world and its vanities those times, and 
opportunities, and powers, of whatever dif- 
ferent kinds, which all might have been 
applied to our improvement in the ways of 
godliness ? 

Beware my brethren, for our danger is 

great. Remember that not the hearers of 

^fe the law, but the doers, are justified before 






60 

God. They who so sacriBce to the worlJ 
the seasons, like this, which are appointed 
lor religious consideration, and religious im- 
provenient; prove too plainly, that they hate 
to be reformed, and have cast the word of 
salvation behind them. 

Before we pass on to the other matter 
close at hand, which will bring us, (as I 
trust in God, with some practical improve- 
ment), to the conclusion of this lecture; 1 
pause to notice another of those extraordi- 
nary parentheses, which to the careless rea- 
der so often perplex the reasonings of this 
Apostle. And this, as you must recollect, 
is done, not that we may cavil at the Apos- 
tle's style, but that the greater care and 
diligence may be applied to the study of 
this epistle. The twelfth verse of this se- 
cond chapter ends with these words, "As 
many as have sinned in the law, shall be 
judged by the law." From thence the sense 
passes on easily enough into the following 
verse, " For not the hearers of the law are 



i 



61 

; before God, but the doers of the law 
II be justified." But when we arri%"e at 
' the sixteenth verse in this way of reading, 
it opens with words which have no imme- 
diate connection with that verse which pre- 
ceded it. 

' "The Gentiles," says the Apostle, "shew 
the work of the law written in their hearts; 
their conscience also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts in the mean while accusing, 
lor else excusing one another. In the day 
when God shall judge the secrets of men 
by Jesus Christ." 

Such is the way in which the words run. 
■•But does the sense also run thus with them? 
I' Far from it. The last passage beginning 
"*In the day" has, evidently, no connection 
l-iirectly with the words next before it. But 
■'leave out the whole parenthesis, which ac- 
f'<CK>rding to the sense should be marked from 
^the beginning of the thirteenth to the end 
^ of the fifteenth verse, and the sense is clear 
' and obvious. 
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" Xs many as have sinned in the law, shall 
be judged by the law, in the day when God 
shall judge the secrets of men, &c." The 
other matter comes in afterward. It is by 
way of a comment; an application and ex- 
planation of the matter; and if considered 
in this manner it cannot be misunderstood. 

Here again then, is a striking instance of 
tJie need which we have for much care and 
caution, to be applied to the writings of 
St. Paul. So truly did St. Peter say,* that 
tliey who are unlearned and unstable, are 
those who wrest (who pervert), the things 
in St. Paul's epistles; and that they do it 
to their own destruction. 

The Apostle has stated the equal and just 
method, by which the judgments of God will 
be administered. He has shewn that there 
ifi a light yet left, within the conscience 
of the most uninformed; and that every 
one will be judged according to the means 
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which be has possessed, of serving the 
Lord, and working righteousness; whether 
such means shall have been great or small. 
None therefore, to whom it has been pos- 
sible to obtain information, can expect to 
escape punishment under the plea of igno- 
rance. It 18 the common plea; but it is 
commonly false, when viewed in this, its 
just and proper light. 

But now St. Paul turns to the more pri- 
vileged: to those who have enjoyed greater 
blessings, and more advantages. Now he 
demands of them, in their turn; what shel-' 
ter they can find, in all their knowledge 
and boast of information, if they be found 
deficient in their practice? And here, my 
brethren, comes a question which will touch 
us home. " Behold (says he), thou art 
called a Jew, and restest in the law, and 
makest thy boast of God; and knowest his 
will, and approvest the things that are more 
excellent; being instructed out of the law: 
and art confideut, that thou thyself art a 
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goide of the blind, a light of them whicli 
are in darkness, an instnictor of tlie fooUsh, 
a teacher of babes; who hast the fbnn of 
kaiowledge, and of the truth in the law." 
■Such may be said to be the state of all now 
under the gospel dispensation; who live as 
we do, in the peaceable exercise of the 
ipeligion which we profess ; and with thb 
advantage of unrestrained access to the bwly 
ftnd inestimable scriptures, which ''are lible 
to make us wise unto salvation." 
'■ To us then let the question which follows 
he applied, if we would profit by the wwd 
of God, and not be found to turn aside 
from it, when it ceases to suit well with 
our worldly ideas, or pursuits. " Thou there- 
fore wbicb teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself?" Such is the query which St. 
Paul proposes to the privileged Jews; ppt- 
tileged, as they were still fond of accounting 
themselves^ in his own days, He seems to 
admit their knowledge; but he turns it upon 
lliemselTes. He calls on them to shew what 
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Vere the fruits, which their superior adran- 
tages had been found to bear, in the conduct 
K>f their own lives. 

The opportunity for ourselves also, is one 
'^hich ought not to be lost, for much is 
^he enquiry needed ; and in this season es- 
pecially ordained to be devoted to repen- 
tauce; well does it deserve, nay, imperatively 
'i^oes it demand, our most serious attention. 
-.1 We, like the Jews in that respect, have 
our schools, for the instruction of the igno- 
rant at home. And well is it done, that 
such institutions have been founded among 
w, and are properly supported. It is one 
portion of godly care and conduct. But 
let us not forget, that one portion, is not 
fdL which is needed. 

• We have moreover missions, to impart the 
knowledge of the true God, and of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour whom he hath sent, to 

le heathen, who have hitherto sat in dark- 
.fffiss. So far again is well; and it is an 
(^deavDur worthy of the servants of our 




Blessed Redeemer. But neither does that 
approach at all to the complete fullilmeat 
of a Christian's duty. Charity and brotherly 
love, and our Lord'ti injunction, all command 
us to have care for our brethren, whether 
near to us, or far off; and to benefit them 
to the utmost of our power. But still no 
professions of universal good will; no, nor 
even active exertions to confer benefits, 
though of the most essential description, 
upon others; can make good the whole of 
that duty, which we are bounden to perform. 
Still there will remain duties of inward 
discipline, of preparation of the heart and 
spirit, of devotion of the soul really and 
heartily to God. And these will be re- 
quired, as the motives; by which our uutr 
ward good deeds must be directed, if the^i 
would be accounted as done in the 'Spi^ 
of the true disciples of our Lord J^sw^ 
Christ. Still must there be found in us a 
willingness, to submit ourselves to all godly 
discipline. There must be a readiness to 
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[ totitroul our evil affections, and passions; 

Idod to bring every thing into obedience, 

I flot only to the letter, but to the spirit of 

^(at holy gospel, by which we all, with 

more or less sincerity profess to walk. 

What think we then of ourselves, my 
brethren, on this view of our case ? In 

I many instances, doubtless, well enough. But 
ji the loose satisfaction with which self- 
conccit fills some, and utter carelessness, 
Athers; is that to be set forth, as any sort 
•f answer to the question, which I would 
bave particularly brought before us at this 
iime ? " Thou that teachest another, teachest 
thou not thyself?" 

» Where is the instance of misdoing, on 
occasion of which numbers might not be 
Brought forward, who censure it freely ; while 
tiiey draw no inferences to themselves, from 
tlie condemnation which they can so readily 
j^B litter upon others? 

^M ■ The wisdom of the Gentiles had not pre- 
^1 ifCrved them from most egregious folly, in all 
I 




68 



I 



their notions coneeriiiiig religion. Though 
they could teach others in some malters; 
though they could talk gravely, and some- 
times powerfully, on the dignity of the di- 
vine nature ; yet their whole worship was a 
dl^ace to it ; a disgrace to that which 
they professed to honour. 
• The Jew, with all his superior, infinitely 
superior privileges, and information, in the 
way of righteousness; in spite of all that 
pure knowledge, in which he had been in- 
structed; and of that holy worship, to the 
outward observance of which he was ever 
labouring to bring the heathen, as prose- 
lytes; the Jew himself was little better. 
With all those advantages, he taught not 
himself; he forgot that purity which was in 
the spirit of the law; to follow and almost 
to worship, the forms of its exterior service, 
and the follies of his own traditions. 
' And Christians too on their part. — We, 
even we ourselves, my brethren, what is 
loo generally found to be the mmincr, and 



I 



ifhat the ineaKure of our obscrvuiice? So 
ag as it can run ia a routine, which the 

^oustoin of society at this day has cou- 
descemled to recognise; the worldly spirits 
who call thenmelves after the name of Christ, 
will vouchsafe to acknowledge the obliga- 
tion. And therefore, as much as from any 

I ^eal principle of obeying God Almighty, 
and serving him; therefore it is, that too 

I nany (I do not say all) pay even their 
customary and visible devotions, even on the 
sabbath day. 

1 , Who they are that do so, that is from 
mere shew ; and who they are who do it 
jfironi better motives, others cannot always 
jiecide ; and all should be backward to pre- 
ttend to the power of making such decision. 

. dBut all may judge themselves; and one 
.obvious test by which to do so, lies at hand 
to all. All may easily know, if they will 
Jbut truly search and examine withiu, how 
Ar their heart goes with their words ; how 
tfar their own spirit accompanies their acts 
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of devotion. All may observe, for instance, 
how far their own respect for the Lord's 
sabbath carries them, beyond the service 
which is paid within the walls of his church. 
And if from thence they speedily turn to 
levities, and gaiety of amusement ; or to 
feastings, as some do; or to matters of a 
merely common secular nature, wherein the 
Lord comes not near their thoughts; they 
may be but too certainly convinced, that 
their heart is far from him. 

Or let us apply the same consideration 
to the services and exercises, which pecu- 
liarly belong to this season of fasting and 
humiliation. Let those who are seldom 
wanting in readiness to teach others, so far 
as blame will do it, and to censure others; 
shew that they have not forgotten, that 
there are duties to be learned; or at least, 
to be improved as to the practice of them, 
by themselves. Still is this necessary among 
us. Still have we, and ever shall we have, 
need for the exertion of all the means 
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I which we can command, in order to keep 
[ under the body, and bring it into subjec- 
i tioa. 

And yet it were unjust not to allow, 
that in some respects, a degree of decency 
and decorum at least, if it cannot be called 
by a yet better name, has come to be ob- 
served among us. The excessive gaieties 
which some few years since did obtrude 
themselves on the view, and shock the 
minds, of devout and sober Christians, at 

• titiis holy season, have for the most part 
ceased; at least during this portion of the 
year. If therefore there be occasionally 
an instance of such an outrage on christian 
feeling, it may be hoped that even it also 

• will be removed from the appointed days 
«f tasting and self- mortification. 

, AH this is well, so far as it goes. But 
cjuefly is it to be observed with gladness, 
because it gives hope of yet better things. 
Bemember our Blessed Saviour's words, 
^H ^' These ought ye to have done, and not 
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to leave the other undone." ReiiienU>er 
that we are called .to perform not a bliud, 
but a reasonable service. 

And are we then authorised to rush blindly 
into every way which temptation may open 
before us? Are we to imagine that the 
whole blame of luxury, and dissipation, and 
waste of time and talents, and neglect of 
self-examination and repentance, rests only 
on them who put forward that which gives 
the invitation to transgression? Such is the 
deceit with which too many satisly their 
blinded ; aye, wilfully blinded consciences. 

What, if a snare be spread before us. 
Have we no power to withhold our foot 
from stepping into it? Must it of neces- 
sity follow, because the temptation is placed 
in sight, that it must be one from which 
we cannot stand away? You yourselves 
know, my brethren, that such is not the 
case. If any one were to charge you with 
being unable to go, otherwise than as you 
were led by any individuals (let them be 
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who they might), you would with indi<:iia- 
tion, rojiel the charge. In what ros|»«ct 
then is it better to be enslaved by the 
temptations of pleasure, or of fashion, than 
by their force; or by the fear of offending 
them, which interest might excite? 

My brethren, we all know well enough 
what it is our duty to do; though few 
indeed are they who have not that mis- 
chieTous ingenuity, which can always find 
excuse in the instance of themselves, for 
that which they so easily and freely con- 
demn in that of others. Nor does it at 
all follow that such condemnation is other- 
i- wise than just. The olTence committed may, 
and docs too commonly, deserve it. But 
' ' the evil is now, even as it was with ■ the 
i\ wise among the heathens, and with the 

»n- learned among the Jews; that while they 
'-"judged those who offended, they themseWes 
''did the same things. 
^^ II Learn then to distrust ourselves. Learn 
^■'.> 'to have courage enough, to make a stand 
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against an evil world; whatever be the wiles 
of its temptations, or the snares of its m- 
lluence, and example. Remember that the 
Christian is called to wrestle against flesh 
and blood ; and not to give way before 
them. If self-restraint and self-denial be re- 
quired ; and we ourselves can often perceive 
that they are so, when the conduct of 
others is in question; recollect that no law 
which we or our upholders can set up, is 
able to support us in the neglect of it. 
Nor can any licence of opinion, though it 
may be miscalled fashion and liberty, justify 
it. "To him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin."* So speaks 
the Apostle, and we all know that his 
sentence is just and true. 
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LECTURE IV. 



RoMANa iii. 12. 

THKY ARB ALL GONK OUT OF THK WAY: THJ(T 

T06STHBR BBOOMB ABOMINABLE; THERB 18 NONK 
THAT DOBTH GOOD, NO NOT ONB. 

X HE subject of our last lecture led us to 
observe that which the Apostle says, of the 
eqtiity of the dispensations of Almighty God. 
Privileges were shewn to have been given 
to the Jew above the Gentile, for an especial 
purpose. That purpose was, to preserve 
the knowledge of Him and of his truth, in 
that race, from whence, according to the 
flesh, the Redeemer was, in fulness of time, 
to proceed. 
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But though great advantages necessarily 
attended upon that privilege, yet it was 
shewn, that nothing like an unjust parti- 
ality could be charged upon the divine go- 
vernment. Each Bort of persons was to be 
made accountable, for the use or abuse of 
that measure of information in the duties of 
man, which was by divine wisdom placed 
within its reach. The Gentile was account- 
able for the employment of the faculties, 
and of the reason which he possessed ; and 
for the application of them to observe the 
visible effects of God's providence jn the 
conduct of the universe. The Jew was ac- 
countable for much more; since he had for 
centuries enjoyed the benefit of God's word, 
and the prophetic revelations. These had 
been personally given, through many ages; 
and had been afterward left on record in 
his hands: and it was a record, the truth of 
which he did not, even in the worst days of 
that people, pretend to dispute. 

Both therefore were pronounced to be 
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equally responsible; accordiuo; to (he mea- 
sure of the talent cntrUHteJ to each. To 
whom much was given, of them much was 
required; and it whs shewn that "there in 
no respect of persons with God." 
' The same was shewn to be applicable, in 
its principle, to ourselves, my brethren. We 
enjoy a more perfect knowledge of the 
word of God; a purer faith; a form of wor- 
ship more free from error and superstition, 
than of the many nations which surround us. 
Let us recollect that still, as of old, there is 
no respect of persons with God. We are now 
the favoured occupiers . of ten talents. If 
therefore our manner of occupying them be 
put to shame, by the greater diligence of 
them who hold but one ; if our greater know- 
ledge of the pure doctrines of Christianity, 
do not lead to greater diligence and self- 
confroul, in the practice of the holiness 
which is of faith ; they, even our most 
benighted neighbours, shall rise up in the 
judgment against this generation, and shall 
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condemn it. Their conduct ("mistaken as 
may be) shall condemn us; if they do folli 
the true course so fax as they hare been 
taught to do; while we, though we have it 
plainly shewn to us, refuse to follow the 
straight and narrow way which leadeth unto 
everlasting life. 

Having thus shown the perfect equity, 
with which the dealings of God are con- 
ducted toward all mankind, the Apostle 
goes on to the objection which the Jews 
would make. He asks (in the person of 
one of them), what were the advantages 
or benefits which they in particiilar enjoyed. 
He answers in his own person, that they 
had been great, even in that circumstance 
alone, of their possessing the recorded re- 
velation of God's will. "Much (says he) 
every way: chiefly, because that unto theitf' 
were committed the oracles of God.' 

And to what, except the profession of 
that written word; to what else could ration- 
ally be ascribed the freedom from idolatry, 
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and all its gross erroD^ and impurities; by 
vliich, HJiicu the return from Babylou the 
nation had ceased to be defiled ; even for 
$ve hundred years and more. 

* Thy word (says the Psalmist) i^ a lan- 
tern unto my feet, and a light unto my 
paths." To that light they had been able to 
return, and so to find the right way, when- 
ever they were but really disposed, in their 
hearts so to do. How much more blessed 
than the most learned among the Greeks! 
The best and wisest of whom admitted, 
that they knew little or nothing of the 
Deity; and could not attain to such know- 
ledge, without an express revelation sent 
to guide them. 

..Great was indeed the blessing bestowed, 
^'in that to them, the Jews, were com- 
mitted the oracles of God!" Great is the 
same blessing, now committed iii like mau- 
iMJr to ourselves, and to all of the reformed 
religion, in every church and every com- 
ntunity. The grossuess of idolatry is stopped 
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short: tbe darkness of superstition and UffeC 
ignorance, cannot close over that holy iv^ord.'' 
The light still shineth, and will shine untb' 
the perfect day; fhongh now, even as of old,' 
there will be some perverse and blinded spirits,' 
who will go astray; who love " darkness >d- 
ther than light, because their deeds are evB".** 
Cherish then, my brethren; let us che- 
rish as our most valuable profession, thir 
light, which the word of the Lord sh^d^ 
forth upon us in those blessed scripturi^s? 
Let us "not be disappointed of our hope,'f 
our best and eternal hope; by any cunning 
craftiness on the one side, or by mistaken 
and mis-called liberality on the other, hei 
us stand fast in that liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free; and beware that 
we sell not our birthright, for any present 
"prospect of ease, or gratification. "-^ ^ 

'■ The third chapter of this epistle wMol 
'we have now before us, opens in regular 
term' of a dialogue. The Apostle begins in 
the person of the Jew, with the objections 
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• vhtch were urged by those of that nation 
against the christian liberty from the ritual 
i^vf; and agaiust the opening of the gate 
of salvation through Christ,, to all the faith- 
ful among the GeutUes. He objects as a 
Jew to this as if it were a thing incon- 
tinent with the original promises of peculiar 
blessing to the Jews. The dialogue should 
^p,; .understood as going ou by alternate 
yersca, from the first to the ninth, where 
St. Paul takes the discourse up in his own 
person, at the words, "No in no wise, &c." 
A,nd when he used that expression in the 
^fth verse, '*I speak as a man;" he intended 

■ |q imake us fully understand this, namely, 
^^t he was using the mode of reasoning, 
which a man of his own nation would of 
pour^c use. 
^^m The Jew is represented as arguing, that 
^f {f,^,uiyust to punish him for unbelief, If 
the falsehood of his aspersions upon the Lonl 
^esus, had tended to promote his honour, 

tvancc the kingdom of God»)ri.j<| *,%{) 
__ 
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That fiuch was tlie case is notorious. The 
dispersion of the followers of Christianity. 
in consequence of the bitter opposition and 
persecution of the Jews, dispersed also to- 
gether with them the knowledge of the 
faith which they professed. It spread the 
■ name of the Lord in a very short time, 
over the face of the whole Roman empire; 
which included at that time, far the greater 
part of the civilized world. It scattered 
the word, thinly indeed at first, as seed is 
sown on the ground ; but by the favour 
and blessing of the Almighty, it soon sprang 
up and bare fruity some an hundred fold, 
some sixty, some thirty. It increased in 
different proportions, according to the dif- 
ferent conditions and circumstances of those, 
to whom it came. But every where it did^ 
increase; according to Gamaliel's sagacious 
prediction: "If this thing be of men, it wJil 
come to nought: but if it be of God, ye 
cannot overthrow it." ^ 

.The. only difficulty in the understanding, 
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bf the opening of this chapter, when ihus 
Tead as a dialogue, verse for verse, between 
ihe Jew and Christian, iso far as to the 
iiecond sentence of the ninth verse; is per- 

. baps at the eighth. But this is not very 
aKficiilt of comprehension, when we recol- 
lect what was the manner of St. Paul's 
iffiting; wherein he commonly left many 
Expressions to be supplied, as the sense 

I pointed out the necessity for them, in pur- 
suance of hia argument. 

So there, the Jew is made to plead; ''If 
Hbe truth of God hath more abounded 
through my lie (that is through my conduct, 
which belied my profession of belief in him, 
and of obedience due to him); if the truth 
of God hath more abounded through my 
He, unto bis glory ; why yet am I also 
jtidged as a sinner?" 

'Here ends the speech on the part of me' 
Jew; for the next verse relates to a charge 
brought by the enemies of Christianity against 
its'' pi'ofession; and (as they said, though 
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falsely), against its practice. But id the 
Apostle's short way, the beginning of that 
verse is left to be understood by the rea- 
der: as if he had written, "And why not 
add (of us Christians, he meant to say) as 
we are slanderously reported, &c. let us do 
evil that good may come." 

He evidently has turned from the speech 
of the Jew, as these last words plainly 
shew. And he blames most strongly, and 
hi terms of utter condemnation, that senti- 
ment, which he tells us that their enemies 
were used to put into their mouths; falsely, 
to do so, as if they had been the us^al 
speech of the Disciples. , .^^ _^,^ 

I must however observe here, that, the, 
word "rather" in the beginning of thati^ 
eighth verse, tends,, as it seems to me, ,to 
perplex the sense. You will all of you 
perceive' on turning to it, that the word 
does not exist in the original^ because it is^ 
printed in the italic character; which is ai-^ 
wafs d^ne purposely, to give intjm^tion^tha^ 
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it IS ah Insertion of the translators. Inserted 
(no doubt) it has been^ under the idea of ex- 
ptahatibn ; ' but in this instance, (as it seems 
to 'me), with an unfortunate eftect; as tend- 
ing fb perplex, and not to clear, the passage. 
* The Jew has pleaded, that it is unjuiit to 
punish him, if his want of faith has caused 
tne iWork of God to prosper. And such was 
t))e case. The Apostle replies, that he might 
as well argue, that the evil maxim which' 
the unbelievers imputed to Christians, was 
<^din(hiendalble. ' ^^ Let us do evil that good 
mdy come.'* 6ut we must recollect that he 
s^inps \i as a slander, that any such thing 
should be reported of them ; and adds, that 
ife' ut%;e¥ condemnation (including of course 
tbbke ^ho^eihployed it), is just, 

* Air then, JTews and Gentiles alike, are 
sili^Wn to have brought themselves under 
tite imputation of sin! The wisdom of the^ 
(xre'eksj"br Gentiles, had hot preserved them* 
frofei '^ gt^oiSs error and general disobedience.^ 
I^felmer liSid' the revelations, nor all i^e 
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national advantages so amply given to the 
Jews, saved tliem from sin; which though 
of a different description, equally rendered 
them liable to condemnation. So that the 
word of scripture was true in regard to 
both. " There is none that doeth good,i iio 
not one."* ,, 

Here then we come to a passage, ofi 
which (as it seems to me), a very improper 
use is made at this day by many; who doubt- 
less mean well, but unfortunately do that 
which is really prejudicial to true religion. 
For those sweeping expressions of condem- 
nation are taken by them, as involving tha 
greater proportion of mankind; and as de- 
livered absolutely ; without any regard to 
the occasion on which, or the manner in 
which, St. Paul makes use of them. 

"They are all gone out of the way; they 
are together become abominable, there is 
none that doeth good, no not one." iSuch 
all* , the words which follow, in continuation 
*'^! ■'' *Pet.xiv.3. 
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of those to which we have come, in the 



' into thiH 



istle. No 



course oi our enquiry i 
in the first place- ; surely that which is said 
with a view to particular things, and iii 
imiuediate and manifest reference to theoi^ 
ought not to be construed as having res- 
pect to general matter, so much as to those 
&ioga; And this must strike us at onee, 
if "we .reriect on the former part of this 
chapter. St. Paul has been speaking of Jews 
and of Gentiles. He has been shewing that 
neither of them had any claim to the sal- 
THtl0n of God ; because both alike bad 
abused the means of krowing and of fol- 
lowing his truth, in such proportion as it 
had been imparted to each. And for that 
reason it was that he proceeded to this pas- 
sage, which condemns the conduct of both 
the one and the other. For that reason he 
declares, that neither the one nor the other 
could advance any thing like a daim to the 
favour of the Almighty ; nor assert any right 
to be admitted to bis favour, and to the 
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inheritaHce of his eternal and inconceivable 
reward." He proves therefore that, of which 
it is a great object with him in this epistle 
to convince them ail, that they have 
gone out of the way, and lost all pretei 
sion to claim eternal reward, as of their owi 
deserving. And from thence he proceeds to 
bring them onward to that hope, on which 
alone the erring sons of mortality can ever 
soberly, and with real safety, repose. He 
cites the book of Psalms, that (as Philip 
did to the Ethiopian eunuch) he may "be-. 
gin at that scripture, and preach unto 
Jesus." 

Such is the use which sober and 
informed preachers will make of that 
trire, which he here brings forward 
Enforces; that doctrine of the general; 
of the universal depravation of mankind, 
such is not the use to which it is always 
applied at this day. Few can have failed 
to observe the exaggerated manner in which 
this matter has been represented, by those 
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who often mean well; but while they keep 
watch over some of their passions, who seem 
not to be aware that they allow themselves 
t6-be deluded in a very mischievous Dian- 
ner, by other impulses and feelings of their 
mind. They arc foud of representing human 
nature as one mass of unmixed corruption! 
And in confirmation of that doctrine, we hear 
those word»4 cited which have introduced 
, My discourse this day. But we hear them 
I brought forward (as has too often been the 
case in regard to other tests of scripture), 
without any regard to the particular matter 
to which St. Paul intended them to be ap- 
plied. To that however our attention must 
be turned, unless we would incur the fearful 
cfcarge of "wresting and perverting his ex- 
pressions." For if they be so wrested, as 
, t& produce presumption on the one band, 
(NT despair on the other, it must needs tend 
toward their own destruction who shall be 

tif such perversion, 
t may perhaps be asked, "How can 
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the doctrine of universal corruption, and of 
the most utter sinfulness, laid upon all man- 
Idnd, puiT up any one with vain conceits?" 
It may be asked, "Must not every one be 
conscious of composing in part sucli mass 
of abominable wickedness?" When stated 
thus plainly, it becomes at once evident, 
that sound reason will, nay, that it must 
lead to such conclusion, if it ever do admit 

that, which is thus asserted universally of ait 

mankind, and yet so precisely. I say ua%^^^| 
versally, not generally; for a general asser^^^l 
tion will admit cases of exception; but an 
assertion so universal and yet so precise as 
*'none, no not one," can admit no exception. 

And yet do we not plaiidy see, that those 
who maintain such doctrine, do contrive to 
forget how it musi involve themselves? Or 
else, in spite of all sense and meaning of 
the most positive words (according to their 
interpretation of them), that they do coa 
trive some way for themselves to escape %il 

It cauuot possibly be, that they who coomII 



91 



I 



skier Scripture as having denounced Ihc 
penalties of divine vengeance for unmixed 
sinfulness; (and such are invariably declared 
to-be its reward); it cannot be, that they 
should go on under the feeling that they 
hswe incurred that sentence, together with 
all their fellow mortals; and yet go on, as 
those who make such avowals evidently do, 
in peace and hope. Nor do they so. But 
there is a delusion with which they impose 
on < their own minds; and then, fancying 
themselves to be safe, they imagine that 
they may scatter the avenging fire of divine 
A'rath on all around thein. 

Now what does holy Scripture invaria- 
bly teach concerning the natural man? — 
That is to say, What does it teach concern- 
ing man in his state of nature; unredeemed, 
and unsanctified, by God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost? No doubt it teaches that 
the imaginations of his heart are now, as 
they were at the time of the universal de- 
luge, only evil continually. 
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But to what purpose has our Saviour died? 
Or to what, has divine grace been sent forth 
by the Holy Spirit, if that depravation df 
our nature is not to be amended by the 
latter, and our absolute curse and' condem- 
nation reversed by the former ; so as to 
make our absolute condemnation remediable; 
so that such as are really faithful, and 
therefore penitent, may, by that grace, and 
through that atonement, escape from sil6W 
utter condemnation? 

The ' imaginations of man's heart are thi 
influenced, though not constrained, from 
above; to take a better course than that 
which nature ivould have taught. Faith' 
teaches the true Christian to endeavour W' 
follow such guidance; and the help of God: 
for Jesus Christ's sake strengthens sildH 
erideavours, and counts them to us grai^- 
otridy for real righteousness. Though real 
righteousness if the term be used in strict^ 
ness, 'would be nothing short of perfect 
obedience. And thus it is, as the Apostle 
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rpf.js, tliaf'by grace ye are saved, tlirougU 
I j^r by tlie fruits of) faitli; and that not 



theirsclves; it is tUe gift of God: not 
works (uot deserv(Mllj, uor to be 4;laimed 
\ pp, account uf them), le»it any niaii shoidd 
boast." 

But in this sweeping charge, not of gene- 
ral depravity, which is but too true, but 
I^f, universal and unvarying wickedness un- 
I^^cd with any goodness, which i^i thus 
^th an unsparing hand cast upon all alike, 
^ if it were to be drawn by fair and legi- 
timate construction from the words of the 
^ij^Dstle; in spite of this, I say, there in 

B^vid^itly a way left for escape. It is left 
fp.T their own benefit, by those who lay 
this imputation on all. It is to operate for 
t|^eir own advantage as they persuade thera- 

» selves, through a delusion which partial rcad- 
iog has confirmed, after enthusiasm had 
given birth to it. 

For can it possibly be imagined that any 
i can go on, really feeling that they 
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are themselves void of all sort or desCripi 
tion of that "holiness, without which they 
own that no man can see the Lord,"* (as St'. 
Paul says) unless they have some such de- 
vice, underwhich to find an Imaginary shelter 
for themselves ? The thing is impossible. ' 

There have indeed (no doubt), been some 
wh6 have holden such tenets in the fervor 
of a distempered mind. Thus they have 
fallen into despair, and have been sometimies 
tempted thereby to do violence to them- 
selves; and to rush, in the presumptuous 
And foul crime of self-murderers, uncalled, 
into the presence of their judge. But silch 
fanaticism, and such enormity, which is its 
natural fruit, sufficiently condemn themselves. 

That is not however the case with matiy;' 
though many will thus misquote St. Paul's 
expression, of which we have here spoken.' 
They have builded a wall (as it were),"tb 
shelter themselves from all the horrors whifch 
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to 
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ifae; raise: but they have builded (a» iia}s 
itte prophet Ezekiel)* with "untempere^i 
mortar." On what can ihey rest? Or why 
should they suppose that they should he 
exempted from the expression, there is none 
that doeth good, uo not one; if it be 'made 
one of universal application without regard 
to the matter with which it is connected? 
'hey rely on some delusion, that they are 
chosen and elected of Goil, fore-ordained to 
salvation; without regard to their lives, or 
to their works. But remember, my brethren, 
that election is always to a covenant; that 
it may admit to privileges, or favours, or 
advantages; but that it never alters the 
condition of any man, from a state of trial, 
'.to one of security. ' 

The children of Israel were elected to be 
vthe chosen people; "But with many of them 
lOod was not well pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness," The city of 
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Jerusalem was electeiT, and fore- ordained to 
be the holy place, where God would put 
his name. Yet twice has it been overthrown 
for its crimes; and the name of an impo.itor 
and false prophet now reigns there trium- 
phant. The Apostle Judas was elected, to 
be our Blessed Lord's companion upon earth; 
and "he was elected also after death to be 
one of the twelve, who should sit on twelve 
thrones "judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 
From all that privilege he however by trans- 
gression fell, when he failed under his pro- 
,batioc5 he fell to the effect that he might 
^o to that place, of perdition, which his 
icrime had made his own. 
■ The Apostle Paul's words teach nothing 
contradictory to this. With regard to the 
-perfect fulfilment of that righteousness which 
conscience taught the Gentiles, he declared 
ithat all had gone astray, and that there was 
^ot one that did righteousness. With regard 
■*o the Jews, who had enjoyed a clearer 
light, ho nevertheless declared the same. 
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*Aii(l the result to whieh he brought them 
Ittras this, that none could claim to be saved 
lilbr iheir works, but purely for the grace 
liof God through Christ Jesus. He taught 
I -that no professions, and no belief alone, 
Iwrithout the works of faith, would save us^ 
K;Aut that the wrath of God is revealed in 
l^he gospel, against "all unrighteousness of 
lanen, who hold -the truth in uurighteous- 

*h&8s;" that is to say, who profess to believe, 
l-er do believe, but do not the righteousness 

-ivhich the Gospel demands. 

But though this be not said of Christians, 

• 4hat there is none that doeth good ; though 

|, we learn that goodness may be imputed 

^ j^j the faithful (through the grace of our 

Blessed Lord, and the fellowship of the 

ilHoly Ghost); yet what multitudes are there 
bifwho call themselves Christians, and yet de- 
l«0erve no better report or character, than 
■ Ifthis which the Apostle gives to unbelieving 
ll<!)ews, or heathens! Let us not argue (my 

.■jjrethreo), from the name to the thing ; 
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which is an easy, and a flattering way, but 
full of most dangerous deceit; but let us 
\ argue, if we would know the truth, from our 
practice, to the name which ought in strict 
justice to be affixed to it. 

It is easy to call ourselves Christians; and 
if a name would save us, there is no doubt 
that none would be lost. But our Lord 
has left us a very distinct warning, against 
any such wretched self-delusion. He has 
said, "Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and 
do not the things which I say? Not every 
one that saith unto me Lord ! Lord ! shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven." 

Names of party and of reproach, my bre- 
thren, do nothing but harden the professed 
disciples of the same heavenly Master, the 
one against the other. Let our enquiry be 
into ourselves; and if we would avoid the 
imputation of unfaithfulness to the service 
which we have undertaken, let us not fear 
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I lo search, and throughly to examine our- 
[ selves. 

What man lives, who can presume to say 
I that the hour of the Lord's heavy judg- 
I ments is not presently coming; aye, in part 
[ Actually come upon the earth ? Who can 
l>liave paid any attention to the wonderful 
L^reots, which have, within the memories 
p6f very many of us, taken place; without 
' noticing the characters predicted, as indi- 
cating times which call upon us all to pre- 
pare for the tinal judgments of the Almighty? 
I venture not to foretel (my brethren) 
the things which are about to come. Nor 
can I consider them as acting judiciously, 
who do venture upon any such measure, 
in confidence of that which they conceive 
to be pointed out, by the dark suggestions 
of unaccomplished prophecy. Those things 
are thus far hinted (as it seems to me) In 
dark figures; in order that when the event 
shall have unfolded them, a clear testimony 
Stay be afforded to the wisdom and provi- 
u2 
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deuce of God. These things are so far 
told "before they come to pass, that when 
Uiey are come to pass we may believe." — 
But it is vain and presumptuous, for man 
to seek " to know the times and the sea- 
BODS, which the Father hath put in his own 
power." 

Yet general signs have been named, as 
indications from which we are to conclude 
that the end is drawing near. But be it 
remembered, that we are no where told 
how near at hand it may be. Near per- 
haps it may be, in compa^son with the 
whole of time; and yet it may be to any 
individual distant, so far as regards his own 
time; or it may be coming even suddenly, 
at an instant. There is only one proper 
conclusion to be drawn. And may the Lord 
grant us all grace to make, and to improve 
it! "Be ye therefore ready; for in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of Man 
Cometh." 

Ucquestipnable it is that risings of people^ 
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and tumults^ and wars; and fearful commo- 
tions^ beyond all former recollection, have in 
our times fallen on the world. And what 
says our Lord of them? ^^ These are the 
beginnings of sorrows." 

What manner of persons then ought we 
to be, in all holiness and godliness of living; 
if we would hope to be enabled to endure 
that, which may, not at all improbably, be 
appointed for our own days? Shall we go 
on, because the tide of mankind still holds 
that course; in pursuing the empty follies 

• • 

and vanities, ^hich swallow up the days 
and years of so many? Think not tliiat 
professions and intentions will suffice. If we 
would avoid being hurried down the stream 
to the pit of destruction, we must struggle 
Upward; and not be satisfied with that 
whie^ demands no exertion, nor any self- 
cKwtroul. . . 

Bemember then, that though many there 
may be in these days, who deem them- 
selves suffidentiiy secure against the charge 
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of having become abominable, which they 
think a strong expression; yet that the 
Apostle's language does seem manifestly to 
include many more than absolute profligates. 
He seems to include under that strong ex- 
pression, those who have "gone out of the 
way," to follow the inventions of man ; and 
those also who "do not good." The ab- 
sence of positive and active well-doing, must 
therefore be accounted for positive and ac- 
tual sin. It was so in the Romans. It was 
so in the Jews. And even so, in like man- 
ner must it be, with those who "say and 
do not;" though they may seek never so 
much, to cover themselves under the shadow 
of the Christian name. 
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LECTURE V. 



Romans ir. 13. 

FOR THE PROMISE THAT HE SHOULD BE THE HEIR OF 
THE WORLD (was), NOT TO ABRAHAM OR TO HIS 
SEED THROUGH THE LAW, BUT THROUGH THE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH. 

JVlY last lecture took into consideration 
the subject of the general (not the univer- 
sal and unmixed), depravity of man. It 
pointed out, that the Apostle intended to 
enforce the necessity of redemption for all^ 
because all had sinned against that degree 
of light which each possessed. And it shew- 
ed that his sweeping expressions of the 
abominable sinfulness of all, were indeed 
intended for Jews, and Greeks alike; but 
are not to be thus fully extended to them 
who are Christians and disciples indeed. 
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The same argument is continued to the 
end of that third chapter. And it is strongly 
enforced, that no man living had, nor now 
has, any claim to the favour of God ; be- 
cause all have sinned, and come short of 
the conditions of the covenant on their part. 
He points out therefore the free gift and 
bounty of the Almighty, in having of his 
grace alone, without any sort of claim or 
right on the part of man, sent forth his sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ, to them who 
work the righteousness of faith. "There- 
fore (says he) we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith (is put into a condition 
wherein he may be capable of salvation by 
fkith), without the deeds of the law;"* that 
is, without any claim of merit, for having 
perfectly obeyed the law; which no man has 
done. 

The gift of salvation is free; not because 
any man is saved arbitrarily in unrepented 
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na; but because it is of ''grace, and not 
of debt;" because it is given through the 
merits and atonement of our Saviour to man; 
and is not due to any man. It is given 
to them who mortify the flesh aud do the 
works of the spirit through faith, trusting 
in our Blessed Redeemer's merits and nier- 
-eies; and not to them who work trusting 
in their own merits, and in the value of 
their own performance. 

This course of argument leads the Apos- 
tle forward, to consider the pinciple, upon 
which obedience to the commands of God, 
«ven the most apparently arbitrary among 
them, obtained commendation and reward. 
For great was the value which the Jews in 
lUI times attributed, especially to the ob- 
servance of such arbitrary institutions as were 
of divine appointment. The principle was 
good ; but they corrupted it to evil. It was 
good, because compliance with that of which 
the utility was not obvious, must have been 
L .paid through faith in Him who required 
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such compliance. But they abused it hy 
losing sight of the reason why such obedi- 
ence was counted for righteousness before 
God; and forgetting that godly living rested 
on precisely the same foundation, and is 
equally a work of faith. For it is to be 
paid, not because we judge it to be pro- 
per, wholesome, kind, or good, which would 
depend on the judgment of man ; but solely 
because wc know that God commands man 
to practise it; and because we believe that 
He will reward those who endeavour, and 
punish those who refuse, so to do. 

The Jews farther abused the principle 
of obedience to positive institutions, such 
as were the greater part of those in their 
ceremonial law; by losing sight, in process 
of time altogether of God's moral law ; of 
the righteousness which ought to proceed 
from faith; and by resting on the act alone. 
And so they went on to the imputation of 
merit to the observance of their own tra- 
ditions, while they forgot the weightier mAl 
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I ters of the law, justice, mercy, and peace. 
* Be it not forgotteu my brethren, that in 
L this course the wort^hip of the Koniiiih church 
I even down to our own days has too much 
[ followed their example. For therein it is 
taught that masses and forms of words re- 
peated, and that penances, and ceremonies, 
have a merit in themselves; and that they 
do, by the very act of their performance, 
tend to give a title to eternal salvation. 

So universal has been the tendency of 
human pride, towards the claim of satisfac- 
tory merit as existing in itself; and that in 
all ages, and among all people. For it was 
much the same also among the heathen, in 
respect of their rites, and gifts; their pro- 
cessions, and sacrifices. 

Such is the fruit of superstition, which has 
shewn. itself in all ages and all religions; 
superstition, which always arises from a de- 
ficiency of true christian faith. Here there- 
fore the Apostle opens this fourth chapter, 
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any acts of service, had produced the jus- 
tification of Abraham. Tiiat is to say, they 
bad not altered his condition by nature, nor 
giren him any right, to stand as one who 
eould claim salvation before God on account 
of them. 

- The Jews stood, as they imagined, upon 
acts of outward service, and ceremonious 
observances. The Apostle points out to them, 
that Abraham had not been chosen of God 
on account of his performances of these; 
but that he had been so chosen long be- 
fore they were ordained, for the uprightness 
of his practices; which arose from implicit 
belief in, and obedience to, the Lord. 

He was chosen moreover by the frea 
grace and favour of God ; who was not, 
^nd could not be, bounden to make any 
^uch choice, nor to give him any such 
pre-eminence; whatever his righteous con- 
<iuct or obedience might have been. Yet 
we must never forget, that though he did 
choose and prefer him by favour of his own 
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I free g^ace, yet such grace was not bestowed 
llfti him until he had proved himself, by 
rltiB faith working righteousness, to be (so 
I fcr as man can be^ deserving of it. It was 
fHot a debt paid, but a favour bestowed; 
yet bestowed on one who had diligently stu- 
died to shew himself not unworthy of it. 
''!The words of the epistle,* "To him that 
livorketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 
r 'hut of debt," must not be strained beyond 
the meaning, which the whole course of the 
Apostle's reasoning in this place plainly con- 
I Teys. They signify that when a man works 
fcsb as to have earned, and become entitled 
■lo his hire; it is that to which he has a 
li^^ht: it is then, in such case, not given 
I io him as a favour, but as payment of a 
jtst ilebt. He does not mean to undervalue 
the works of god lincss, which true faith 
will always move the sincere Christian to 
^K' ihew forth; but to admonish us, that those 
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Works, at the very best are so imperfect, 
that they cannot on the ground of right 
claim any reward. 

And in the same way it is said in the 
next verse that God "justifieth the ungodly:" 
which must be understood not absolutely, 
but with reference to the rest of the argu- 
ment, in the course of which it occurs. It 
ijB DOtj that God imputes righteousness to 
any persons, while they are persisting in 
courses of iniquity; but that he does so, 
while yet, in spite of all the good which 
their faith excites them to do, their work 
is so tainted by human depravity, as to be 
still in his sight short of true and perfect 
righteousness. 

Or it may be taken (and some have so 
understood it), as referring to AhrahawCs 
former habits; when he lived with his fa- 
ther Terah, and probably served his Gods. 
So Joshua tells the Israelites. "Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt 
on the other side of the flood, in old time; 
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ven Terah the father of Abraham, and 

jiey served other gods."* That sin of hav- 

riag served other gods was not imputed to 

lum, when, he had obeyed the Lord, and 

followed his especial calling to come out 

froffl that land, into one which he promised 

that he would give to him. This is plainly 

tt)e real meaning. It certainly does not sig- 

Dify that Abraham was taken into favour 

-while in a state of ungodly living; but 

-when he had proved his faith, by active 

devotion of himself to the service of God 

■then that faith, though his former account 

[■were unrighteousness in the sight of God, 

that active faith, was counted to him for 

righteousness. 

I It is a matter of no small importance that 

r Hie should bear in mind the form of expres- 

«oQ, which the Apostle uses In all the course 

pf this argument. He is extremely careful, 

' never to give any idea to his converts, that- 
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Hieir ac*s had any tiling in them infrtDsic/iB:^', 
which could justify them in setting up ■* 
'claim as of right, to the favour and b!ie««ng 
'^ God. The expression always is, not that 
4heir faith, even in the highest perfectioH'W 
■frhich they could carry it, was really Jafld 
ftcfually such as it ought to be; or ffcatt'U 
(produced such a life as could lay' c^uH^^to 
-l>6ward at his hand. But he alwa;f s ' aa^BJ 
'ttat it was "counted to them for rig^teoOBJ 
%ew:" it was allowed to stand on their ac- 
-fcloimt, as if it had been petfect' obedSene* 
and godliness. i ^i mi/ 

'*■ The very expression that it was '**coaifted 
<iti them," proves that he intended to inaplj; 
<^at' it was not really and essentially: tljia^ 
4BitfWihJch it was so accounted.' <' i>')'^<<> ^id 
t^ojiaii'to the same purpose it' k<'that->U 
introduces the words of David, from the 
vthirty-second psalm, "Blessed is he whose 
Unrighteousness is forgiven (pot who > has 
'W>ne to be forgiven, for there is no aaal 
^<baf 'liveth and siuneth not). Blessed is the 
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Au unto whom the Lord wilt 



The imputation coul 

;hteous Judge, had 

HBtual sin in every case. 



there 



not impute 
be made by 
not existed 
And therefore 






ice criminality always is, and always will 
found in man; so much as to take away 
•11 claim of right to the reward of righte- 
DUsneBS (fur it must be faultless, in order to 
be entitled of right to the reward): there- 
fore the imputation of righteousness, the 
counting of righteousness to any one, must 
he the fruit of grace; that is to say, of di- 
ine favour, and of (hat alone. 
Are we then, ray brethren, to 'suppose 
that any claim can possibly belong to us, 
liny more than it did to Abraham and to 
is seed of old ? . Can we, because we have 
:en called into the fold of Christ here on 
-earth, flatter ourselves that we have righte- 
■ousoess on that account, for which we may 
,im admission into his kingdom of hea- 
'faea? Far from it. "Work out your own 
'ation with fear and trembling," is the 
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precept which all must carry with them, if 
they would hope that righteousness might 
be impated unto them also. < ' 

But it has been set up by some ia their 
own favour, that such imputation of righteous- 
ness is altogether an arbitrary thing; and 
they who have set up the idea, have too 
commonly endeavoured to make their own 
-claim upon it. Now whatever the Apostle 
says on the subject, he exemplifies it in 
Abraham. But what in there in this place 
■where St. Paul speaks so much on the sub- 
ject, which can with any fairness or reason 
be made to bear such signification ? The 
covenant, so far as regarded the nation of 
'tile Jews, might in some sense be said tp 
have been given arbitrarily; because it was 
-given before they existed as a nation. But 
still it was for their forefather's faith; and 
■in that respect, as to its original grant, aud 
with reference to him, it was not arbitrary. 
The covering of Abraham's infirmity, and 
the grant to him of such a gracious proiEuse 
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T his posterity, was not arbitrary. It was 

given through the law; not through 

ly forms or ceremonies; nor through any 

i)ioice made arbitrarily of him without res- 

!ot to his obedience, which is the founda- 

of all righteousness. But it was giveu 

'ODgh the righteousness of faith: because 

believed fully in God who had promised, 

id therefore with boldness executed that 

^iitthich he was called to do. 

Abraham then believed in God, and proved 
his belief; and that wbs counted to him 
for righteousness. And this happened thir- 
teen years before he had received the co- 
venant of circumcision; before he had been 
placed as the first member of the visible 
i)rurch of God. 
Ji'-To us this furnishes matter for considera- 
[<^bn, liot other than appropriate to the 
Jee&soit,' to which the mercy of the Lord 
has granted us again to come. For if the 
'righteousness of faith was allowed by divine 
grace, to work so great things for Abraham; 
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the righteousness which is by faith, I eay, 
and not mere belief on the one hand, nor 

*ny privileges, or promises, or forms of ser- 
vice on the other; to what does it teaeh 
us Christians to look as that to which our 
merciful God will impute merit for our Sa- 

■viour's sake? Is it not to that righteous- 

•ness which still ought to be, though iq 
very many instances 1 fear that we cannot 
say that it now is, by faith? Perfected as 
the object of our faith now is; aud infinitely 
cleared and improved as are its prospects, 
even to eternal, instead of temporal things; 
so much the more is that righteousness 
which ought in all cases to be its fruit, to 
be shewn forth by us. 

The present is the season (if there be 

■one above all others), peculiarly appropri- 
ate to the examination of our own courses 

-and habits, in regard to this matter. We 
cannot more profitably employ the time 
which remains to us on this occasion, thiw 
in turning our serious attention toward, if 
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MTI^ere is, as we all know, a proralRe made 
'us who are followers of the failh which 
,B In Jesus Christ; a promise that wi* nhall 
inheritors, not of the world that now 
but of that which is to come. But as the 
sftfeient promise was made to Abraham, not 
trough the law, but through the rrghteous- 
itees of faith; so is it now made to ourselves. 
And' nerer let us forget, that it is to such 
righteousness, to such godly living, as shall 
proceed from faith in all the promises, and 
eH the threateniiigs, and all the revelations 
of God, and not in ttome one or two selected 
p&Tts of them, that such promise is made. 
[01 How then have we, even we ourselves, 
jDy brethren, and all who dwell around us 
TO whom the influence of our word or of our 
example may extend — how have we shewn 
forth that righteousness? Have we given 
proof, that we are not only able, but willing 
t« fight the good fight of faith? And do 
We- bear in mind that such an expression, 
familiar as is -its sound in our ears, impliei 
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a conduct widely different from that of very 
many, fer too many, among those who t-all 
themselves Christians? "Where is the righte- 
oasness of faith in them, who would rest 
npoa a name, a baptism, or a profession, 
without recollecting to what that name htis 
pledged them; for what purpose the Holy 
Ghost in baptism offered (if they would ac- 
cept them) his sanctifying influences ; or 
what is the self-controul, and self-denial, 
and mortification of the flesh, which' they 
either personally, or by sureties, then pro- 
fessed their determination to practise? Or 
what is the faith, on the other side, whu^ 
seeks to be indicated by inward impressioas 
alone, and imagined influences of the divt:te 
spirit? What is it worth, if these are not 
to produce the righteousness which always 
comes of faith, wherever that virtue really 
exists, and is not confounded with mere 
empty belief? 

Well may the question which the Apos- 
tle here puts concerning Abraham, be pro- 
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posed also ooneeraiiig all, ttiid to all, who 
Ueceirc tfaemsclvcH under any delusion of 
■eitBer sort; and so contrive to evade tike 
^tiMwing forth of those lively fruiti;, which 
jnre the only true proofs of faith; because 
'Miey prove that the righteousness of faith 
#'!h us. Well, I say, may it be proposed 
■now concerning us, though in a difTercnt 
•way -irom that in which 8t. Paul here brings 
.it'forward. 

( ■ "What shall we say then (asks he), that 
Abraham, our father according to the flesh, 
hath found?" What shall we say on our 
'pstTt, that we the children of God, by adop- 
tion and grace through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, have found? Have we found a law 
wiiieh will encourage us in vrickedness? 
^ Far from it. Have we found a salvation 
Xto which we have been absolutely elected, 
Hand which cannot be lost by our evil doing? 
Nothing at all like it. Have We received 
-4iny security for going on in useless, urt- 
•^profitable, and' therefore ungodly ways; and 
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imagining that we shall be saved by tkab 
hlood of our Blessed Redeemer's sacrifioagi 
without seriously keeping before us ' ihi^t 
awful question. "What must we do -to hAi 
saved?" All such ideas are mere decdMJ 
fulness and ruin. nil/, oi 

Too many perhaps may be found, who I 
iipagine that in (he words here before -ua^i 
the Apostle merely intended to undervaliMlt 
the Jewish, that is the Mosaic, in compa-li 
rison with the Christian law. And m S4.- 
Paul's epistles that distinction which the> 
article makes, is often of the highest utility^^i 
but chiefly for those who can read them in 
the original language. For when he speakay 
not of law iu general, but of the law;--ifai 
generally does designate the peculiar law o£t 
the Jews, with all its rites and ceremooielBi-.il 

But we must recollect, that though thisi 
be a good and a useful rule, to be carried:^ 
with us, yet it is not one of universal ap- 
plication in regard to our version. The very 
text with which 1 introduced this presei 
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distouree proves it. We reaJ, "The pro^! 
nme tha.i he should be the heir of the world 
(wis) not to Abraham or to his seed, throughf' 
the law, but through the righteousness' 'Wfe 
faiihi'^'i' But in the original it is,* wEri bO** 
to Abraham or to his seed, through la^fcy^ 
It'ils not said through the law, which might 
t* I some seem to mark the ritual law of '■ 
the'Jews; though we mu8t remember that' 
it existed not in Abraham's day. But it hi 
said not to be through law; nut on accouot'i 
of- Abraham's having really and exactly fut^i 
filled any law, which the Almighty had giv«&is 
It is as if he had wriiten, It was not tJO^ 
Abraham or his seed, through the righteous^ 
hbss which they had she^m, in never failing-i 
to obey the commamlments of God; forthey;^ 
had all failed. But it was through i'thal} 
righteousness which was imputedito idinl^Un 
aoconnt of I his acts of faith. < i- ij>>"^ n !>d 
»-^el)ebjeot of the argument isio.'firaiiaiT 
i^T>y ■III i ■ ii-iitfjilq 
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tbat; which is said also in express terms; 
that the acceptation of Abraham and of his 
seed, was not "of debt." It was not owing 
to them, as to those who had actually de- 
served it at God's hand. But it was of 
gTace. It was the fruit of God's favour, 
shewn to Abraham and to his seed after 
him, on account of his inflexible faith ; that 
faith which induced him, under all trials 
and temptations, to do that which God comi 
manded, and to put his trust in him, foi 
blessing on such deeds. 

Here then is the point to which our imi- 
tation, if we would deserve the name of 
Christians, ought to be, nay, must be di- 
rected. We must learn to "walk by faith, 
and not by sight." We must learn to have 
respect to a state of things yet to be revealed; 
and not to any which we have seen, or can 
expect to see, so long as we remain in this 
our place of probation. We must learn io 
*'set our aJTectiona on things above, not.ttci. 
things on the earth." -lU^ 'dV 



-a 



J 



'And (tin the latter part of this injunction 
wUich, 'unhappily for man, meets with the 
least attention fruni him. To look to re- 
word hereafter, iu the mere sense of simply 
'topeotiiig to inherit it, is indeed a very 
easy matter to a careless mind. But thus 
tt-ia that many think of it, and never carry 
tb^ir considerations beyond that point. 
■ Behold the young and the old alike; for 
the fault is not confined to any age, nor 
to either sex, among us. Behold them num- 
bered ostensibly among the followers of our 
Blessed Redeemer; and of course (though 
they may think little or nothing upon the 
subject); yet of course acknowledging that 
they are debtors to his law, and covenant 
of holiness. They seem to imagine (if we 
rtay judge from the secure and careless 
habit of their lives), that they are heirs 
»f the «orld by promise. They seem to 
suppose that their faith, such as it is, -will 
asve them; and without ever looking into 
the title which they thus set up, live in 
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that promiiie, which idleness and tbotightleA 
habitH encourage; that "to-morrow shall 1 
as this day, and more abundant." 

Bat where is any promise given by^ G6< 
to such habits, and such mauner of livin^ll 
He has indeed, it is true, given a promiW^TI 
even to them. But it is not one on which 
they will much delight to dwell. He calls,. 
them, not to sit down thus contented art 
at ease, imagining that all is safe fot* thetnfikil 
But he commands all without exception, to 
"work out their own salvation." "With 
fear and trembling" are we commanded t« 
work it out; not in peace, and induleD(ie^ 
and carelessness. - '' ' '-I'l^" 

The promise which is given '^o ti^'^W 
call ourselves Christians, is, as* St. Patil 
here declares, thfough the rigkleou«ness' of 
faith. And who that gives any coitsidera- 
tion to the matter, can be mistaken in <mch 
an expression as this? 

Too well do we know, how fatally many 
have perverted the promises and assurance* 
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Khicb' &ro ma^le, in rtifcreiicc tu faith. Too 
well do we know how many will profess that 
they have that virtue, while they know not 
(fmd' how should they know, for they have 
never taken pains to learn)? — they know 
not I what it is; and rest upon a mere pro- 
^^SNpn and an empty name. 
: 'But the righteousness of faith must needs 
be beyond all such misconstruction. It is 
not a thing to be taken for granted in all^ 
merely because they bear a christian name. 
It must bo proved, by far other than a worldly 
life, if it would lay claim to those rewards, 
wJiich are far above all that this wretched 
world can give. 

, Think then ye careless ones, while yet 
,the hour of thought and reflection in this 
mortal state is with you. Which of us can 
dare to say how long that period shall be, 
Ojr. how suddenly it shall be brought to an 
end? Beware of letting the reprobate mind 
grow up in you, and become confirmed, as 
it was in the heathen of old. It is a mind 



J26 



^ 



which cannot endure to provcyi antl^'to 
examine things for itself, by the rule ' of 
the word of life ; and therefore follows heed>- 
lessly in the track of others. However 
senseless, however stupid bo their careless- 
ness; it follows them even to "the blackneas 
ef darkness for ever." Jii;jil 

The day which is yet before us is Builk.^ 
of probation; and never let us forget thAt 
it has an end ; how near to any, or to all 
of us, we know not. The promise which is 
given to us in our Lord Jesus Christ, is that 
we shall be heirs; yet not heirs of this 
world, but of that which is to come. But 
still, recollect, my brethren, that inheritance 
is not actual possession. The Jews were 
heirs of promises, but they were disinherited 
:in the instances of thousands; of many thou- 
sands, through all periods of their history, 
because they failed to shew the obedience 
.of children; God therefore withdrew from 
them the kindness, and protection, and for- 
giveness, of a Parent. 
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So then may it be (but may the Lord foi^ 
bid that it should be) even with us! Let us 
never fcnrget that ^^The night is far spent^ 
the day is at hand. Let us therefore hasten 
to walk honestly^ as in the day.'' ^^ While 
ye have the lights walk as children of the 
light. And put ye on the Lord JesoB 
Christy and make not provision for the fleshy 
that ye should fulfil the lusts thereof." 
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^*" '■'■' ■' '' Romans v. »M " '"'-^-^^ '^"^ 

i' -• !■:■■.■■ r.i iij. iJ-.(J01x1j 

GRACK DID MUCH MORE ABOUND; THAT AS BIH RATH 

'' BSteMtD ONTO DEATH, tVBN SO' 4ttdff# > 'CWAttt^ 

t , ^HCIM, THSOUGH RIGBTBOCSNSSS, Vf9tO W:ffijf^ify:f^. 

LIFE, BT JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. 

-. ■ ' •)";■!." •tils 



In ihe chapter -which we last cofLfiSd^lM;' 
the privQeges of Abraham's i^ed abScordltigi 
tdthe flesh, were nbtice* -ty St.%iiW.» 
Tkl^y weib she#ii to depend '^di'dii *l9i^ 
Mlrt^, ' but -on ^eir'fkiA; aUd ' thMMigIL> tftfti^' 
sUm^ Was it 'd^c!^<t/ ^t iHe^'fHmi^ 
dt'iU^W descent Jl^oiir hftii eb^fl B^^^t^e)P 
by'VHfeilt'iridftldiiidly. ■ ' '" '' '.''"-"*J^J ad* 
"""BVlt Uiste a^fi 'he'1tufii«^ib''ik ^BtttiiSi^ 
ei^^alfy, ifhd trere Wot hfi$^^'^1tc<d4ftng< 
to iii&^'ilSstiir^U them whd^T^&iap^aJte 
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in the faith of their spiritimt father Abra- 
ham (the father of the faithful, as he is 
called), it) that faith which be bad being 
yet uncircumcised." And great as were the 
advantages offered to the national seed, those 
which were to be given to his mpiritual seed 

^BlBre yet greater. 

Vi Of that seed (my brethren), if it be not 
through our own fault, we ourselves and 
iUL Christians, shall be accounted for a 
pdrtion, We are among the branches of 
the wild olive tree, which are ''grafted in, 
to, partake of the root and fatness" of tbefj 
pl^nti which God origiually planted in hist 
own -favour, and protection. Yet are wcj 
iipt.so grafted in, but that we may be cut offif 
Nftt arc the especial advantages granted tQ| 
ih& spiritual seed of Abraham such, as must 
(Hf , necessity bring us all into the rest 0|f, 
the heavenly Jerusalem; any more than thpj 
t^^ijippral advantages promised to the Jefrs 
i|]l„|6liie wilderness, were effectual to bring., 
^^.-^bat, people into the promised land. ^ 
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TI\e carcases of those who disobeyed,, aiul 
with whom therefore "God was ,qot welT 
pleased," fell in the wilderness. And the 
souls of them who know the law of t|ie| 
cQyenanti pf salvation given through ih/e. 
graPje .of , our Lord Jesus Christ, but ke^pi 
it not, w'dl infallibly he cast out from h.Vftr., 
Ten; how much soever they may haT« beeo^ 
called of God, to enter by such means ^. 
he has appointed into his rest. For they 
will not have obeyed that calling, as it was 
given to them; and without holiness, whieh 
is the object and essence of his calling, no-, 
man shall see the Lord. If found without, 
that garment of righteousness, they shall,, 
be cast out "into outward darkness, whe^e 
shall be wailing, and gnashing of teeth." | 

The Apostle here begins, with declai-incL 
that the peace of the converts with theKi 
God, depended on the Lord Jesus Christj^ 
not (as the Jews imagined that theirs still 
did), on the works of the old law, whether 
of the Patriarchal, or the Mosaic law. It 
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nded on the grace or favour *'of God, 
^viho justifieth (or putteth into the situation 
of persona capable of being accepted), the 
imperfect, who are all in his sight ungodly;" 
and that he does through Jesiis Christ oui* 
litord. This is the first privilege of Chris-" 
And infinitely greater is it, than any 
T^l&ich belongs to the covenant of works ; 
a Covenant, the fulfilments of which required 
constant works o( holiness, without any sort 
of failure. 

It is their privilege also, that the very 
things which they are made to suffer, do^ 
to the faithful, supply matter for joy and'' 
exultation. "Not only (adds he), hut i*^' 
g^ory in tribulation."* 

But what sort of glorying was that, to'" 
which he thus encouraged them? Not a; 
boasting of the things which they suffered. 
Not ^ny puffing up" of their conceit of fhetf'' 
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own sanctity, because they had courage and 
steadfastness sp to endure. , . 

Nor was their motive any pride of spirit 
which made them court persecution, Nor 
did they go out of their way, to oppose 
and revile the harmless customs, and indif- 
ferent practices, wherein others disagreed 
from them; merely because they did not 
wnform to some system which they bad 
been pleased to set up. The Apostles never 
courted tribulation, nor gloried in it after 
that manner; on the, contrary, when duty 
i^id not require them to endure, they avoided 
it; and never provoked ill usage, in any 
vain conceit of their own strength. And so 
our great Master and Lord had commanded 
tjiem, "When they persecute you in one 
city, flee ye into another." 

But they were specially inspired. Their 
understandings were opened by the Holy 
Ghost, to enable them to distinguish truly 
between the cases which occurred. And of 
that power of discrimination they availed 
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l^vnnsdves^ sometimeis t^tiring fi'oiii the' tu- 
mult and danger^ and sometimes facing it, 
iiild] ''eiidurldg all which could be inflicted. 
¥ifeir objMt was, that in all things the 
mCUIfi<of God might be praised; and hot 
thtrir owti name nor their bwn "courag^^. 
flPheir rtim was, "That the wbrrf of ih^ 
fionf might hare free course and be glo- 

•"'^ And such is, I trust ev6n at present, the 
renl aim and* object of many sincere And, 
dleV6u« Cfaristiani^. But l^t it be remi^in- 
be¥^, that there may be a zeal which is 
H^ a^cordmg t6 knowledge. ' Ther6-*Way 
4Ne -also a degree 'of self-deception opeiratihg 
bn ' th^ mind,' ahd i;hat sometSm^s, ' when 
those ' on whom it acts, and acts poweH\iHf 
too, are not conscibtfts bf'it. Arid therefore 
tlwt Wmb*tiirt«-bf tnidefi^in^ tiribulatiotii^; is 
th ^^TCi^f^ in itself, 'bf rdseinblaiice bel'rtfeeh 
tiUf^^Whif fniil it itiid the Holy Apo^tl^k 
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If the affectation of singularity prompt 
any Christiana to differ from their neigh- 
bours, there can be nothing praiseworthy 
in that. If the desire of distinction prompt 
fJiem to incur the ill will of those, over 
whom they would in any way exalt theiq- 
pelves as being especially holy, they have 
their reward. And if a mistaken zeal do 
really persuade them, that, as a matter of 
fionscience, they are called of Qod, to fol- 
low any particular fancies or inward sug- 
gestions, which are unsupported by the iair 
ponstruction of the recorded word of God; 
Jpt them never allow themselves to imagine 
that evil report or any ill will incurred in 
Buch a manner, can be counted to them for 
righteousness. 

Kemember the Apostle's question, " What 
glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye take it patiently?" Patience iu 
9II cases is the duty of a Christian; and 
he sins who fails to exhibit it. But there 
is no ground for praise when it has been 
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ntnde^d necessary, by the coiiseqaeiicen of 

mjup' wwft i!I-founded pretciisioni! ; wh'etbcf 

B4^y have sprun;^ from fixacy, delAded'1>^ 

^■iWChUSiasm, or from seir-coneeif. ' ''' 

Hw'^ey who suffered for Christ's sake lA 

F A^ikpostles' days, glorllied in tribulafioil^. 

Slit' it was Hot with a vain glorj'; it SvaS 

vfftt - US priding themselves on their owti 

Wrettgth. The expression only »gbitic^, 

iliilt"they felt a pleasure even under their 

eiufferings. It was a pleasure grounded in 

:feith and hope; and it is by St. Paul here 

^K^entioned , not by way of boasting in his 

B^BWii' steadfastness; but for the sake of en- 

^lUtoUragement, to those who were likcly,'to 

■ "toe exposed to the same endurance. Therfii 

fore he reminds them, that their patlencfe 

^nd (.'uduraiice worked their approval as true 

"And faithful disciples; and (o that approval 

lOf them in their christian profession, they 

I hrell knew that the mercy of God would 

;iiot fail, in hts good time, to give reward. 

'r ' The expression however, as we have it 
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'in our version, is not so strong nor sa 'ac- 
curate as it ought to be. We read thus, 
"Knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 
and patience experience; and experience 
iope; &c,"* Now experience is not the 
'true meaning of the original word.t It alg- 
, nifies a' test, or here the having endured 
a test. That tribulation produceth patience 
(or rather, makes it manifest), in the god!y 
disposed, is well known to all; howefer lit- 
'tte too many may have taken care, to keep 
I "^their own patience ready at hand, when it 
■'inay have been so required. But, that "pa- 
tience worketh experience," is a passage not 
*Very easy to be comprehended: for it is not 
■'bo much patience which does it, as the af- 
fliction itself. It worketh both patience, in 
the godly, and experience. But (as I be- 
"fbre observed), "experience" is a word which 
'does not convey exactly, the sense of the 
original expression. 
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,,Tfafi word used in the Greek, is oue which 
^}ts o^n direet signiti cation means the as- 
i^,.(fut,it' is called), or the putting of the 
treqious metals (gold and silver) to the 
Isftf^i; in order to try their purity. Now look 
Jipoit the word "experience" in this sense, 
i.ipilich any one who is well acquainted with 
Ihe original language of the epistles, must 
.-know to be the true sense. There you hay^e 
-^ once a plain, and a forcible idea, coi)- 
U^eyed by the Apostle's words. Patience 
">)worketh proof; that sort of proof which is 
obtained by trying gold in the furnace: that 
is to say, proof of its genuine character 
\»ad purity. And proof (such proof as makes 
.■(the purity of our principles to bo apparent, 
kifiD the patience with which we undergo tri- 
'^alsifor the Lord's sake), worketh hope. 
It worketh the hope of that reward through 
the mercies of God, which is laid up for 
them to whom our Blessed Saviour also has 
thus promised it; "He that endureth unto 
B the end, the same shall* be saved." 
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Let us however, my brethreu, not-mt 

satisfied with searching out thas the real 
import of any passage in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. But let us be careful to apply it 
also to our own improveiueiit. Such pati- 
ence is required of us all; and it must be 
shewn iu other ways, than those of whick 
the words commonly suggest the idea. 

We usually think of suffering only, and 
of unshrinking steadfastness under al9ic- 
tious, and of even temper under provoca- 
>tioHS, whenwe use the word. Aud doubtless 
it is applicable, most strictly applicable, to 
them. 

But there is another matter, in which it 
is no less required, though far less com- 
monly shewn. And that is in submitting to 
the restraints, which holiness and godliness 
of living demand ; and to the privations, 
which they will frequently require at our 
hands. Patience to submit, our unruly pas- 
sions aud appetites and inclinations to such 
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restraints, worketh proof,* not less tiian suf- 
fering under persecution. 
;But it is in different times, ajid under 

' different circumstances, that we are called 
to give those proofs of our true profession 
of ehristianity, whether by patience under 
torments, and death; or by patience under 
temptation from our own passions; or by pa- 
tience under taunts, and ridicule, and that 
evil name, which is given by an evil world 

I to its opposers. 

It is easy enough to imagine situations of 
danger, in the quiet of our own homes; and 
then and there, to determine how resolutely 
we would endure, and how gloriously our 
patience should in such cases give evidence 
to our faith. But well we know, that ao 
such circumstances have befallen us. Well 
we know, that the fiery trial, under which 
the patience of the* primitive Christians gave 
evidence to their fortitude through faith, 
may never occur. We may never be put 
H to Buch proof. . . t| 
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<, It is against that which constantly occurs, 
[ that we have need to keep ourselves armed 
I and ready. It is against that, which threat- 
ens presently to come upon us, and not 
merely in the creations of our own imagi- 
nation, that we have need to stand upon 
our guard. Whatever may be the case 
biereafter (which no mortal can presume to 
say), yet at the present time, the proof 
which our patience must give, is under the 
tribulation of evil society from without, and 
of evil dispositions within. 

How then does our patience endure, when 
called to deny the world, and refuse its in<- 
dulgencies, at this season for instance; when 
ealled thus to deny ourselves, and reiuse^ 
them for conscience sake? How does it 
prove, that it can set at nought the sneers' 
Wid SCO0S of an ungodly and luxurious so- 
ciety ; when the ancient custom of the church 
of Christ demands this? And it has so done 
throughout this season of penitence,' und pi%*' 
paratton of the heart.voi<i rtfii"ml«. ' 
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H&ve you had such godly patience (my 
krethren) an to endure even that short ntea- 
■are of self-denial, for the Lord's sake? — 
Have you proved, that you had patience 
to-see others following; their dissipations and 
featiTities; their courses of heedless gaiety 
and splendid luxury; while you were study- 
_ JDg to acquire the habit, of "keeping un- 
K^r the body and bringing it into subjection?'' 

■ ('If so it have been with you, blessed has 

■ '%een the patience, which has thus given 

■ real and practical evidence of your chris- 
tian faith. If not; remember, I beseech you, 
that there is but one hope which niaketh 
not ashamed : but one, of which we shall 
not be ashamed in the great and terrible 
day of the Lord. And that is the hope 
itt Christ, which they are authorised, through 
Ibs mercy, to entertain, who rest not on 
ahme nor professions nor imaginary privi- 
l^^s; as the Jewish converts were too much 
disposed to do. But they are authorised to 
hold it who can prove they have put on 
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the spirit of Christ, aad conformeci IfaeliiH 
selves to his pattern. They are authorisMi 
to hold it, who hare crucified, and do ye4 
crucify the flesh, with the aflections aiul 
lusts thereof. 

The remainder of the Apostle's diseonrse 
here turns upon the infinite love of Christ, 
in having laid down his life for us. He- 
OTges us to the consideration of that act 
of unspeakable kindness;* an act such as 
scarcely any man could be broaght to do 
for his best and kindest friend; but which' 
be, in his infinite mercy, did for us, while' 
we were in a state of wrath, and of hostr- 
Jity to him and to his holiness — "While we' 
were yet enciliies Christ died for us." 

If then such has been his love shewn' 
toward as; what love, what return of thankv 
ftilness and obedience, are we not bounden 
to make to him? This is ever the object 
of St. Paul's discourses, on that which' tnif 
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Blessed Redeemer lias done for man; and 
unless, we so apply that -which he ha» said, 
bis prBachiiig is to us vain, aod our faitb 
is alao vain — -We are yet in our sins. 

There remains nothing of real difficulty 

iu, the rest of thia chapter, with which we 

must dose our enquiries into this epistle 

for; the present year. That passage which 

SB.ys, "The law entered that the offence 

il^ght abound ;" * evidently points to no dis- 

pfSnsation of severity on the part of God. 

],|.;ti)tatC8 only that the enactment of law, 

ilut^jt as ^ natural consequence, caused more 

lA^a..ta be accounted for offences, thau 

[ would otherwise, by man, have been con- 

adered as such. And this is said generally; 

not of the law of Moses alone, but of the 

diTiae law in general, for the accurate traos- 

' latioa of the passage is without the article.1' 

'*Law (not the law) entered" so "that the 

i affence might abound." 
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. The' natural consequeuce of the existenefl 
q£ a divine law, is stated by the Apostle. 
But lit is iiot stated with a view to coudem 
nation. . It is to shew forth the richness 
divine grace through Jesus Christ: the 
neiits of which (he is careful agaiu to 
press this) are extended to all, iu spite of 
that criniiuality in regard to the strictness 
of divine law: to which law we are, in jus- 
tice, liable. They are extended, in spite of 
our infirmities and imperfections and failures; 
"through righteousness, unto eternal life, by 
JiCsus Christ our Lord." 

.. What then, as he asks elsewhere, shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? What, 
when so great privileges have been extended 
to us, shall render them fruitless, and make 
the grace of God of none effect? Something 
there is (my brethren) which too manifestly 
does produce such lameutable, such fatal 
fruits. Something there is, which, thougih^ 
it do not, and cannot make void the 
poses of the Father, nor the mercies c 
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tUxleftmer; docfi throw too many into such 
a,!«!ondttiou, in regard to his holy covenant 
Liftf-'grace, that the promise becomes, as to 
I ftein> of none effect. 

a is< not that their faith itself, so far as 
. ^^key have it, is made void; but it is that 
L'#faa&ithey call faith is void in itself: that 
have little in thcni which really dc- 
ires' to be called faith. A mere empty 
nft and profession, is of necessity void In 
Kitseff; void of any claim or hope grounded 
D-the promises of the Almighty. 
And now is the time, above all others that 
k jailer have been within our recollection; when 
I ire are all called, within our holy church, 
ii' stir up the grace of God which is upon 
U8. Now are we called to be most visibly, 
apd manifestly, and particularly careful, that 
me receive not the grace of God in vain ; 
ahut that we attempt not to rely on the 
nfere ■ name, without the substance of Chris- 
tianity. If ever it was needful, that the 
pwdty of our profession should be shewn 
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forth ill our lives^ the time is naw<«t hnpd^' 
nay, it has actually conie upon us. > w . 

. And shall wo now sit down in indolence, 
giving a fatal and ruinous example, to them 
who will be but too ready to follow it? Shall 
we not exert ourselves, to make manifest- 
that beauty of holiness which belongs' toouc' 
belief and worship, by our lives and conveii'L! 
sation? Shall we not give that most effeo' 
tual, because most intelligible of all mod^s 
of contradiction, to them who revile our na-' 
tional religion, and say that it is not ^e 
true faith of our Lord Jesus Christ? i -""m i 

St. Paul strictly enjoined his converts, thi 
give none occasion to the enemies of out' 
Lord to blasphemei Let us then be careful 
to abide by his warning. ■' n' 

To blaspheme, does not in that place mean* 
that which we commonly call blasphemy; It 
does not mean only outrageous curses, and' 
olpen dishonour done to the name nnd afctiiii 
butes of God. The Apostle uses the word 
here in its original sense: which is, when 
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sdmplj^ considered, to spesAt evil (to what^' 
ever that evil<inay be applied)^ His con»« 
y^nitt' hYed among bigotted Je w<9> of idolatrous 
Qentiles. I^e tkerefore exhorts them so < tqu 
liirfikji>that their profession of a faidiy which/^ 
theyii(ihe Jews and heathens) opposed^ mightr 
not 'be svish as tO' give countenance, to theii^ 
thMgS' which they would speak against tfaaAi 
faitHi ^ And so he reproaches the» Romans^Jt^^ 
^^ The* name of God is blasphemed aindBg^ 
the Gentiles through you.'' .' ; > lu 

^.Vhe days have <^o^e, my brettju^n^ whent 
enough, and more than enough* will ptoba^ 
bl^ be ^ foiuid^ to reril^ our holy ^roilestaht 
iaUh, if they can see any thing in the liven; 
df/tits. avowed followers, on. whi^h to fix thei. 
imputation of unholiness. The daysihavei 
oomei wh0i^ nothing can safely, be qegleot^d ; 
wheiluerMOf^ tbe outward, or. of tho inward^ 
plMt^ pf/ Pxotest^nt Cihi-i^tianity. The dagni^ 
hiiiet. a$iQiej...when we, must h^ai: in • i«tii^> 



-148 



(both parts of our Blessed Saviour's injuac- 
■Hou, with more, in regard to many,, than 
their usual attention in passed times, "Make 
clean first the inside, &c. that the outside 
imay be clean also." ' ''^ 

■• Nor can such cleansing and such care 'be 
spared, either in one part, or the other. 
Great is their delusion, who imagine, that 
they can stand in safety, on their freedom 
from all intention to do dishonour to God, 
or (which comes to the same thing) to re- 
ligion; whether it be outward and visible 
livligion, or inward, and witnessed only by 
■their own conscience. The latter indeed all 
men know to be, as it were, the essence, 
.the very spring, and root, of all that is good 
jn its fruits. But let not the faith of our 
'Others be put to shame, by the reftisal' of 
the children to conform themselves to the 
outward ordinances also, to those of self- 
restraint, and m or tin cation. Let not that, 
which was intended to be an open profession, 
of our desire to be found obedient to the rules 
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•«Hdp^iiis^tn4ioiiarof ged)^^ li¥tng.^ecaas^ifl|g;<vib 
ctkrftgpfipelvo6rOiiia$.t)< be negle€t6tlivrfoi;^jtk)e 
mAM. of, ^nyi jel'il > wi^a^ and /ungodly .^diayHpH-^ 

gence; but they will briugvitepnoaidbi^ivti^ 
i^l^poa, .'Ivhecltrrwe/ bU: profcteyv atfrleMi^ to 

vtEiilt AnhJjfyxthBi' lives and conTidrsatitaindf 
^'Adsm^Iiio . dall thetuselves dh]iUrenyTi)f^ttiite> 
.tiifil'chr of 'tbis land> that the rules luidi 'fdoft- 
^nefc (i^df^lHedth of thai churclv vnriiri iof 
i^^B^rnhjay persona^ be judged* It y9H»j^, 
yvrfh^i first the errors^^ of a -< corrupt ncb|U«h 
iinete'r^tfaandoiied^ it^ was so^ that those^>d*- 
^flors^^ -were^ ; then *^ most easily madew tD^<fae 
Ivis^le. 1 r^ Th^^ defect *\waa shewp aad^ sebn 
ifirs€)(of >aiUi in^ -the unholy ttianner^^uf ^ing 
twUids'^peelred in theoondui^ pf^ifei^tuiiu^ 
sotooii^fitsisdiKr^f^lind -its advocait^ ^dt 

'tl ^>Th(k> refoFiaed.^ churches v ostf the txiBtiku^^ 
,>^ciAe >dien clirefui' to maintain v good ihrdBhs; 
.aud^tiyttfiemi to shew thfe^ purity of^ikmbe- 
Alfefi which tp reduce ditbi^/^ : ' : i!i r. liiO tc* 
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This teat is not indeed (for there wiil be 
hypocrites); it is not unerring in it-* operar; 
tioii. But it will j4;eiierally guide to a right; 
judgment, and can hardly fail of being apHi 
plied to us. The teaching of our Savu>ur 
was, "Ye shall know them (that is the per.-v 
sons professing true doctrine) by their fruitsj'^ 
and that rule will be strictly applicable 
far as the persons, in every case. 

But in order to judge of the docti 
itaelf much more than single cases must bdi 
observed. The general tendency, andtd^) 
usual effect of the whole must be kept m; 
view; as well as the couformity of ;t| 
teaching with that revealed word, fri 
whence alone the real rules of righteousiji 
before God can be drawn. 

But still we must bear iu mind, tltati 
is not inward holiness alone (though that b^t 
undoubtedly the iirst, and the fundamental', 
matter); it is not that alone which will suf-- 
liee. The "beauty of holiness," must alaui 
be made to appear; if we would not have' 
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thti trtie and pure doctrine of our Sarv^kmr 
to^>bei blasphemed/ and evil reputed, thrbfu^h- 
u)^j:^and 0^ koeount of ottr departure froM^ 
thftt ^hich ^e profess to follow. ••*•{, 

»®fettftfmber fheny lAy brethren, that Bo*lil 
wd^^^ltud^be fottd of l^ith and wdrshijp, and' 
tii& ^ddctfint^i ^hich vre hoM ai* the itrue*^ 
d^ttyit^)»''Of the Christian Beligion, are nbw^ 
especially^ put, as it were, upon thdir triaJJ 
If i^^^'^ill riot endure to deny ourselvei^'^ for 
thi^ itaAt^ of that Lord whom we profesl^ to^ 
fd^w^ ^ill it not be concluded that we are> 
led 'hiy a mode of belief, which does not* 
re^turfe us- to walk in his footsteps? If way 
with' 'all our meani^ of knowledge in- divine 
tbingts^ refuse to " keep under the body andf ^ 
bring it into subjection;;'' shall it not natti-i 
rAlly* fee concluded, that we do not pursie 
the way df Hindi, whose holy word by hisn^ 
^]^£;tle ' teaches us plainly and* positively -sa 
toii'do? If we be found ^Movers of pUai^ares; 
rarilier that! loveri^ of God;" shall nbt thei> 
ignorhni be ens(nared through our U«ty of 
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practice? Attd will they not uaturally be 
led t* believe, that theif who so do, aod yet 
profess io toUow the faith ef Christy are oot 
vi^btly foUowing il? How dreadtuL! How 
terrible shall be the account, which th^y 
Wast render up to the Judge of the spicits 
M ail flesh; — they, I say, through .wbas0 
uiibridled and luiauthortsed liberty, the WG9}i. 
brother, for .whom Christ died, shidl,, 4^^ 
be drawn in to perish! ', ,,, 

-. ,My brethren, another year of probiMi<)i) 
.'will pass, before we meet a^ain to coutjmie 
^ihese. lectures in this holy place j if inilefd 
twe ourselves be allowed to see that da^^ ^ 
ito iBoet any where on earth, at that 8ea^pf{. 
If then the^re be any virtue among os; Qjr.ijf 
any praise which the Almighty can bestpHu 
be really held in estimation with us; ''thuik 
on thes^ things." 

Great is our responsibility; and the Lord 
alone knowoth when we must, each one of 
us render up an account of our stewardship. 
Remember, that if we would not be made 
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B!ec6untable for the mii^uidance of oihere^ 
by Dfur eitample; we must learn well and 
dareftilly, even in outward deportment^ to 
^i^e our own ways. If we would not: do 
dii^lionour to the religion which we porofestf, 
bef<M1^ the face of its adrersaries; We must 
Iroiiour it in their sight; by more strict, and 
^tttentive following of it, in all; thougltit 
he unpalatable to, the lusts of the fleshy 
in all, I say, which it requires. 
' So may the Almighty bless us, and -jf^re- 
setVef^iis pure and spotless, in his service! 
And, in his good time, so may He bring us 
to his ererlasting rest, as those who, shall 
haVcf fought the good fight of faith; through 
Jei^us dhipist, our only Mediatoc and Adv^ 
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